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1 Go * Indeed, it is ſo evident that I could mean 
C ſuch thing, that this declaration ſeems 
. 1 neceſſary; but, as my poor old grand- 
. mother uſed to ſay, a burnt child dreads 
1. , "© the fire,” and after the unrelenting ſe- 
|" 4, were of miſconception and tmiſconſt 
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The F note was ; publiſhed i in Backe's Gazette 


_ of 31/t Oct. 1796, without the approbation or con- 
dent of the American Government. wh 
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AUTHENTIC. 


HE underſigned miniſter plenipotentiary of 
| the Freneh Republic, in conformity to the 
ans of his government, has the honour of tranſ- 
mitting to the ſecretary of ſtate of the United 
States, a reſolution taken by the executive direc-' 

tory of the French Republic, on the 14th Meſſi- 
dor, 4th year, relative to the conduct which the 
ſhips of war of the Republic are to hold towards 

neutral veſſels. The flag of the Republic will 
treat the flag of neutrals in the fame manner as 
they ſhall ſuffer 1 it to be treated by the Engliſh. 

B 


* LON 
8 


(6) 


The ſentiments which the American govern- 
ment have manifeſted to the underſigned miniſter 


plenipotentiary, do not permit him to doubt, that 


they will ſee in its true light, this meaſure, as far 


as it may concern the United States, that it is 
dictated by imperious circumſtances, and approv- 


ed by juſtice. 


Great Britain, during the war ſhe has carried 
on againſt the Republic, has not ceaſed ufing eve- 


ry means in her power to add to that ſcourge, 
ſcourges ſtill more terrible. She has uſed the 
well known liberality of the French nation to the 


detriment of that nation. Knowing how faithful 
France has always been in the obſervance of her 
treaties—knowing that it was a principle of the 
Republic to reſpect the flag of all nations, the 


Britiſh government, from the beginning of the 
war, has cauſed neutral veſſels, and in particular 
American veſlels, to be detained, taking them in- 


to their ports, and dragged from them French- 


men and French property.—France, bound by a 
treaty with the United States, could find only a 
real diſadvantage in the articles of that treaty, 


which cauſed to be reſpected as American pro- 


perty, Engliſh property found on board American 
veſſels. They bad a right, under this confideration, 


to expect, that America would take ſteps in favour 
of her violated neutrality. One of the predeceſſors 
of the underſigned, in July 1793, applied on this 
ſubject to the government of the United States, 


but he was not ſucceſsful. Nevertheleſs, the na- 


tional convention, who by their decree of the gth 
May, 1793, had ordered the ſeizure of enemy's 
property on board neutral 'veſſels, declaring at 
the ſame time, that the meaſure ſhould ceaſe when 


the Engliſh ſhould reſpe& neutral flags, had ex- 
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cepted; on the 23d of the Fm month, the Ame- 
ricans from the operation of this general order. 

But the convention was obliged ſoon to repeal the 
law which contained this exception ſo favourable 
to Americans. — The manner in which the Engliſh 


conducted themſelves—the manifeſt intentions 


they had to ſtop the exportation of proviſions from 
America to France, rendered it unavoidable. - 

The national convention, by this, had reſtored 
the equilibrium of neutrality which England had 
deſtroyed had diſcharged their duty in a manner 
-uftified by a thouſand paſt examples, as well as 
by. the neceſſity of the then exiſting moment. 


They might, therefore 0 7 al the orders they 


had given to ſeize enemy's property on board 
Aiden enn veſſels, have 1 till the Britiſh go- 
vernment had firſt definitively revoked the ſame 


order, a ſuſpenſion only of which was produced 
by the embargo. laid by congreſs the 26th of 


March, 1794. But as ſoon as they were inform- 
ed, that, under orders of the government of 
the United States, Mr. Jay was directed to re- 
monſtrate againſt the vexatory meaſures of the 
Engliſh, they gave orders, by the law of the 13th 
Nivoſe, 3d year, to the ſhips of war of the Re- 


public, to reſpect American veſſels; and the 
committee of public ſafety, in their explanatory 


reſolve, of the 14th of the ſame month, haſtened to 


ſanction the ſame principles. The national con- 


vention and the committee of public ſafety had 
every reaſon to believe, that this open and liberal 
conduct would determine the United States to uſe 


every effort to put a ſtop to the vexations impoſed 


upon their commerce, to the injury of the French 
Republic. They were deceived in this hope 


and FROUgR the 1 of friendſhip, | commerce, 


Tb» 


and navigation, between Great Britain ab the 
Vnited States had been ſigned fix weeks before 
France adopted the meaſure I have juſt ſpoken of, 
the Engliſh did not abandon: the plan they had 
formed, and continued to ſtop and carry into 
their ports all American veſſels bound to een 
Ports, or returning from them. 

This conduct was the ſubject of a note, which 
the underſigned addreſſed, on the 7th Vende- 
maire, 4th year, [29th September, 1795, O. S.] 

to the ſecretary of ſtate. The remonſtrances 
which it contained, were founded on the duties 
of neutrality, upon the principles which Mr. 
Jefferſon had laid down in his letter to Mr. Pinck- 
ney, dated the 13th September, 1993. Yet this note 
has remained without an anſwer, Yonge recalled 
to the remembrance of the ſecretary of ſtate by 
a diſpatch of the gth Germinal, 4th year, [29th 
March, 1796, O. S.] and American veſſels, bound 
to French ports, or returning from them, have 


ſtill been Gized by the Enghſh. Indeed more— — | 


they have added a new vexation to thoſe they had 
already impoſed upon Americans.—They' have 
impreſſed ſeamen from on board e vel- 
Tels, and have thus found the means of ſtrength- 
ening their crews at the expenſe of the Ameri- 
cans, without the government of the United 
States having made known to the underſigned the 
ſteps they had taken to obtain atisfaction for this 
violation of neutrality, ſo hurtful to the intereſts | 
of France, as the underſigned had ſet forth in 
his diſpatches to the ſecretary of ſtate of the th ; 

Germinal, 4th year, [2gth. Margh, 1796, O.-S.] 
Iqth Germinal, [8th April, 1996, ] and firſt Flo- 

real, [2oth April, 1785 which: have eaten 

| without an anſwer, | 


tion grants to one of the belligerent powers, ad- 


. 


The French government, then, finds” itſelf, 
with reſpedt to America, at the- preſent time, in 
circumſtances ſimilar to thoſe of 1793; and if it 
ſees itſelf obliged to abandon, with reſpect to 
them and neutral powers in general, the favoura- 
ble line of conduct they had purſued, and to 
adopt different meaſures, the blame ſhould fall 
upon the Britiſh government. —It is their conduct 
which the French government has been obliged 
I be underſigned miniſter plenipotentiary con- 
ceives it his duty to remark to the ſecretary of 
Nate, that the neutral governments of the allies 
of the Republic have nothing to fear as to the 
treatment of their flag by the French, fince, if 
keeping within the bounds of their neutrality, 
they cauſe the rights of that neutrality to be re- 
ſpected by the Engliſh, the Republic will reſpect 
them. But if through weakneſs, partiality or 
other motives, they ſhould ſuffer the Engliſh to 


5 ſport with that neutrality, and turn it to their ad- 


Vantage, could they then complain, when France, 
to reſtore the balance of neutrality to its equilibri- 

um, ſhall act in the ſame manner as the Engliſh ? 
No, certainly ; for the neutrality of a'nation con- 
ſiſts in granting to belligerent powers the fame 

advantages, and that neutrality no longer exiſts, 

when, in the courſe of the war, that neutral na- 
vantages not ſtipulated by treaties anterior to the 
war, or ſuffers that power to ſeize upon them. 
The neutral government cannot then complain if 
the other belligerent power will enjoy advan- 


tages which its enemy enjoys, or, if it ſeizes on 


them; otherwiſe that neutral government would 
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and navigation, between Great Britain and the 
United States had been ſigned fix weeks before 
France adopted the meaſure I have juſt ſpoken of, 
the Engliſh did not abandon the plan they had 
formed, and continued to ſtop and carry inte 
their ports all American veſſels N to French 
ports, or returning from them. 

This conduct was the ſubject of a note; abich 
the underſigned addreſſed, on the 7th Vende- 
maire, 4th year, [29th September, 1795, O. 8. 
to the ſecretary. of ſtate. The remonſtrances 
which it contained, were founded on the duties 
of neutrality, upon the principles which Mr. 
Jefferſon had laid down in his letter to Mr. Pinck- 
ney, dated the 13th September, 1593 · Yet this note 
has remained without an anſwer, Sg recalled 
to the remembrance of the ſecretary of ſtate: by 
a diſpatch of the gth Germinal, 4th year, Cath 
March, 1796, O. S.] and American veſſels; bound 
to French ports, or returning from them, have 
ſtill been ſeized by the Engliſh. Indeed more 
they have added a new vexation to thoſe they had 


already impoſed upon Americans.—Fhey' have 


impreſſed ſeamen from on board er r vel- 
ſels, and have thus found the means of ſtrength: 
ening their crews at the expenſe of the Ameri- 
cans, without the government of the United 
States having made known to the underſigned the 
ſteps they had taken to obtain atisfaction for this 

violation of neutrality, ſo hurtful to the intereſts 5 
of France, as the underſigned had ſet forth in 

his diſpatches to the ſecretary of ſtate of the gth 
Serminal, 4th year, [2gth. Margh, 1796, O. 8. 


Igth Germinal, [8th April, 1796, —— firſt Flo- 


real, [z0oth April, 1 ee en have enen 85 
Fithout an anſwer, | 
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The French government, then, finds iel, 

with reſpect to America, at the · preſent time, in 
circumftances ſimilar to thoſe of 1793; and if it 
ſees itſelf obliged to abandon, with reſpect to 
them and Bebträl powers in general, the favoura- 
ble line of conduct they had purſued, and to 
adopt different meaſures, the —— ſhould fall 
upon the Britiſh government.—It ! is their conduct 
which the French government bas been obliged F 
to follow. 

The underſigned miniſter Slentporaitiarylcon- 
ceives it his duty to remark” to the ſecretary of 
ſtate, that the nèutral governments of the allies 
of the Republic have nothing to fear as to the 
treatment of their flag by the French, ſince, if 
keeping within the bout of their neutrality, 
they cauſe the rights of that neutrality to be re- 
ſpected by the Engliſh) the Republic will reſpect 
them. 7 if through weakneſs, partiality or 
other motives, they ſhould ſuffer the Engliſh to 
{port with that nel and turn it to their ad- 
vantage, could they then complain, when France, 
to reſtore the balance of neutrality to its equilibri- 
um, ſhall act in the ſame manner as the Engliſh ? 
No, certainly; for the neutrality of a nation con- 
fiſts in granting to belligerent powers the ſame 
advantages, and that neutrality no longer exiſts, 
when, in the courſe of the war, that neutral na- 
tion grants to one of the belligerent powers, ad- 
vantages not ſtipulated by treaties anterior to the 
war, or ſuffers that power to ſeize upon them. 
The neutral government eannot then complain if 
the other belligerent power will enjoy advan- 
tages which its enemy enjoys, or, if it ſeizes on 
my! 5 N char, Ag x eee woule | 
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deviate, with reſpect to it, * ts line of neu- 
trality and would become its enemy. 

The underſigned miniſter plenipotentiary thinks 
it. uſeleſs further to develope theſe -principles. 
| He does not doubt that the ſecretary of ſtate feels 
all their force, and that the government of the 
United States will maintain from all violation a 
neutrality which France has always reſpected, and 
will always reſpe& when her enemies do not make 
it turn to her detriment. 

The underſigned miniſter plenipotentiary em- 
| braces this opportunity of reiterating to the fecre- 
tary of ſtate the aſſurances of his eſteem, and in- 
forms him, at the ſame time, that he will cauſe 
this note to be printed, in order to make publicly 
known the motives which, at the preſent juncti 
influences the French Republic. ; 

Done at Philadelphia, 6th Brumaire, Ke 


of the French +> ws one d de ble | 


(27th ee N +: 
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Extract from the regiſter f re ſolues of the ence * . 


directory, of the 14% Meſſidor, 4th year of "y | 


French Republic, one and indiuifible.. e 


The executive dir gor gonſidering- * if : 
it becomes the faith of the French nation. to 


reſpect treaties or conventions which ſecure. to 


the flags of ſome neutral or friendly powers, 


commercial advantages, the reſult of which is to 


be common to the contracting powers; the ſame 


fy eee (if OE ſhould turn to the benefit of 
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our enemies, either through the weakneſs of our 
allies or of neutrals, or through fear, through in- 
tereſted views, or through whatever motives) 
would 7pfo facto warrant the inexecution of the 
articles in which they were ſtipulated : 
Decree as follows :— All neutral or allied pow- 
ers ſhall, without delay, be notified, that the flag 
of the French Republic will treat neutral veſ- 
ſels, either as to confiſcation, as to ſearches, 
or capture, in the ſame manner as e ſhall ſuf- 
fer the Engliſh to treat them. 
The miniſter of foreign relations is charged 
uvith the execution of the preſent reſolve, Which 
ſhall not be printed. 
e A true Copy, 
= (Signed) | 
 CARNOT, Preſident. 


| AMERICAN STATE PAPER. 


. of State, November iſt, 3. 

: : "Io Sin, | „„ | 25 1 

* HA VE the honour to . the re- 

I ceipt of your note of the 25th ult. covering 
a decree of the executive directory of the French 


f Republic, concerning "WE. commerce of neutral 
0 nations. 5 

0 This decree makes no dition between neu- 
„ | tral powers who can claim only the rights ſecured 
0 to them by the laws of nations, and others, be- 
E 


* tween whom and the French Republic, treaties 
f have * ſpecial 2 Where no 


* 


* 
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treaties exiſt, the Republic by ſeizing ard confi 


cating the property of their enemies found on 


board neutral veſſels, would only exerciſe an 


acknowledged right under the law of nations. If 
towards ſuch neutral nations, the French Repub- 
lie has forborne to exerciſe this right, the forbear- 


ance has been perfectly gratuitous. The United 
States by virtue of their treaty of commerce with | 


France, ſtand on different ground. 


In the year 17198, France voluntarily 3 
into a commercial treaty with us, on principles 


of perfect reciprocity, and expreſsly ſtipulating 


that free ſhips ſhould make free goods: That is, if 
France ſhould be at war with any nation with 
Whom the United States ſhould be at peace, the 
goods (except contraband) and the perſons of 
her enemies (ſoldiers in actual ſervice excepted) 


found on board the veſſels of the United States, 


were to be free from capture. That, on the other 
hand, if the United States ſhould engage in war 
with any nation, while France remained at peace, 


then the goods (except contraband) and the per- 


ſons of our enemies (ſoldiers in actual ſervice 


_ excepted) found on board French veſſels, were 


alſo to be free from capture. This is plainly 


expreſſed 1 in the twenty-third article of that trea- 


ty; and demonſtrates that the reciprocity thereby 


ſtipulated, was to operate at different periods, that 


18, at one time in favour of one of the contract- 


ing parties, and of the other at another time: At 
the preſent time, the United States being at peace, 


they poſſeſs, by the treaty, the right of carrying 
the goods of the enemies of France without ſub- 


jecting them to capture. But what do the ſpirit 


of the decree of the executive directory and the 


current of your obſervations require? -F hat the 
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Vaited States ſhould now gratuitou ly renounce. 
this right. And what reaſon is aſſigned for de- 
nying to us the enjoyment. of this right? Your 
own Words furniſh the anſwer: © France bound 
* F#eaty to the United States, could nd only a 
« real diſadvantage in the articles of that treaty 
< which cauſed to be reſpected as Ameriean pro- 
< perty, Engliſh property: found on board Ame- 
< rican veſſels.?—This requiſition, and the rea- 
ſon affigned to ſupport it, alike excite ſurpriſe. 
The American government, Sir, conſeious of the 
purity of its intentions, of its impartial obſerv- 
ance of the laws of neutrality, and of its invio- 
lable regard to treaties, cannot, for a moment 
admit, thatyit has forfeited the right to claim a 
reciprocal obſervance of ſtipulations on the part 
of the French Republic; whoſe friendſhip more- 
over, it has ever cultivated with perfect ſincerity. 
This right, formerly infringed by a decree of the 
national convention, was recogniſed anew by the 
repeal of that decree. Why it ſhould be again 
queſtioned, we are at a loſs to determine. We 
are ignorant of any new reſtraints on our com- 
merce by the Britiſh government; on the contra- 
ry, we poſſeſs recent official information, that no 
new order has been iſſued. The captures made by 
the Britiſh, of American veſſels having French pro- 
perty on board, are warranted by the law of na- 
tions. The force and operation of this law was 
contemplated by France and the United States, 
when they formed their treaty of commerce; and 
their | ſpecial ſtipulation on this point was meant 


as an exception to an univerſal rule. Neither 55 


our weakneſs nor our ſtrength, have any choice, 
when the queſtion concerns the obſervance * * 
known rule of the law of nations. 


8 » 


eee 


K wp 3; 


Vol are pleaſed to remark, that the PR of 
Great Britain in capturing American veſſels 


bound to and from French ports, had been the 
: ſubject of a note, which on the 29th of Septem- 


ber, 1793, you addreſſed to the ſecretary of ſtate, 
but which remained without an anſwer. Very 
— reaſons may be affig ned for the omiſſi- 

The ſubject, in all its had been 
Arend) officially and publicly diſcuſſed, and the 


principles and ultimate meafures of the United 


States, founded upon their indiſputable rights, 
were as publicly fixed. But if he ſubject had 
not, by the previous diſcuſſions, been already 


exhauſted, can it be à matter of ſurpriſe, that 


there ſhould be a repugnance to anſpver a letter 
containing fuch inſinuations as theſe - 
then be clear to every man, who will diſcard 
4 prejudices, love, hatred, and in a word, all 


* the paſſions which lead the judgment aſtray, 


that the French Republic would have a right to 


complain, if the American government ſuſſer- 


c ed the Engliſh to interrupt the commercial re- 
< lations, which exiſt between her and the Unit- 


« ed States; if by a perfidious , condeſcerifion, it 
permitted the Engliſti to violate a right which it 
«* ought for its own honour and intereſt to defend; 
if under the chat of neutrality, it preſented to 
„England a poignard to cut the throat of its 


* faithful ally; if, in fine, partaking in the ty- 
« rannical and homicidat rage of Great Britain, 


© it (concurred to plunge the people of France 
* into the horrors of famine.” For the fake of 
preſerving- harmony, ſilence was preferred. to 5 


comment upon theſe inſinuationss. 


You are alſo pleaſed to refer to your letters of 1 
i March and * laſt, — to impreſſes of BS 


<< It muſt. 


PO us 7 150 Os. 
American * by Britiſh ſhips, AF complain, 
that the government of the United States had not 
made known to you the ſteps they had taken to 
obtain ſatisfaction. This, Sir, was a matter, which 

concerned only that government. As an inde - 
pendent nation, we were not bound to render an 
account to any other, of the meaſures we deemed 
proper for the protection of our own citizens; ſo 
long as there ms not the lighteſt ground to 
ſuſpect that the nen ever acqueſced. in 
any aggreſſion. : 
But permit me to recur to the ſubj ect of the 
decree of the executive directory. 2 
As before obſerved, we are officiall  infotthed) | 
that the Brag government have iſſued no new or- 


ders for capftring the veſſels of the United States. 9 5 


We are alſo officially informed, that on the appear- 


ance of the notification of that decree, the miniſter 


of the United States at Paris applied for informa 
tion © whether orders were ine 

5 neutral veſſels; and was informed that no ſuch 
e order was iſſued, and further, that none ſuch 
* woulc re in caſe the Britiſh did not 
6e ſeize out yellels.” This communication from 
the miniſter of the United States at Paris to their 
miniſter in London, was date 8th of Auguſt. 
But the decree of the direct / bears date the 
14th Meſſidor, anſwering to the ſecond of July. 7» 
Theſe circumſtances, together with fome obſerva- 
tions in your note, leave the American govern- 
ment in a. ftate of uncertainty of the real inten- 
tions of the government of France. Allow me 


* 


for the ſeizure of 


then to aſk, whether, i in the actual ſtate of things, 


our commerce is confidered as liable to ſuffer any 
new reſtrictions on the part of the French Repub- 
HEE N the TAR: now ' exerciſed. Be the A 
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Britiſh eoverninierit are conbiered as of” 2 nature 
to juſtify a denial of thoſe rights, which are 
ledged to us by our treaty with your nation? 
| Whether orders have been actually given to the 
ſhips of war and privateers of the French Repub 
lic, to capture the veſſels of the United States? 
And what, if they exiſt, are the preciſe terms of 
thoſe orders? 
Theſe queſtions, Sir, you wilf ſee, are highly | 
| intereſting to the United States. It is with ex- 
treme concern, that the government finds itſelf 
reduced to the negeſſity of aſking an explanation 
of this nature, and if it ſhall be informed, that 
a new line of conduct is to be adopted towards 
this country, on the ground of ti decree re- 
ferred to, its ſurpriſe \ will eq ual' its regret, that 
principles ſhould now be queſtioned, which, after 
repeated diſcuſſions oth bake and in France, have 
been demonſtrated to be founded, as we con- 
ceive, on the obligations of impartial neutrality, 
of ſtipulations by treaty, and of the law of na- 
tions.—I hope, Sir, you will find it convenient, 
by an early anſwer, to remove the ſuſpenſe in 
which the government of the United States 1 is 
now held on the queſtions above ſtated. 5 
I ſhall cloſe this letter by one remark on "the 
ſingularity of your cauſing the publication of 
your note, As it concerned the United States, it 
was properly addreſſed to its government, to 
which, alone pertained the right of communicat- 
ing it, in ſuch time and manner as it ſhould think 
fit, to the citizens of the United States. 
1 am, Sir, with great reſpeR, 
| your moſt obedient ſervant, 
T IMOTHY | PICKERING. 


To M. 3 miniſter plenipotentiary of the 8 Republic. 
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From the Aurora of 5th November, 1796. 
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The miniſter e Gd of hs French Re- 


public near the United States of America, to 


the French citizens who reſide or travel 1 in the 
laid United States. 3s 


Crxrzens, 


ROM. the dawn of our rte the in 
coloured cockade has been the rallying 


of thoſe energetic men, whoſe generous e 6K | 
gave the firſt blows to arbitrary power. At their 
call, the French nation, bent for centuries under 
the yoke, ſhook off that long drowſineſs, twenty- 


four millions of. men adopted that auguſt ſymbol, 


they exclaimed, © we ſhall be free,” and all op- 
po tion was defeated, aud the throne tumbled 
down in the duſt, and all Europe armed againſt 
them has been vanguiſhed. : | 
The Republic decorates all her citizens with 
thoſe natiopal colours, the ſacre@{ymbol of 325 | 
ty which they have won. x; 
* Frenchmen who are abſent from their native \ 
land, ought not, amidſt nations allied with theirs, 
to lay afide the diſtinctive mark which, by making 
them known, ſecures to them the protection and 
_ reciprocal reſpect Hangers by our treaties wich 
thoſe nations. . 
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Thoſe whe from a guilty indifference, ſhould | 


flight that right, exempt themfelves from that 


Jar-—choſe could lay no claim'to that protection, 
they would renounce the ſupport of the agents of 


the Republic. But, citizens, I am perſuaded that 


at the EN of the miniſter of the French Repub- 


lic, you will haſten to put on the ſymbol of a 


liberty, which is the fruit of eight years toils and 


privations, and of five years victories. 


Thus, you will draw a line of demarkation 
between you and thoſe contemptible beings, whoſe, 
_unfeeling hearts are callous to the facred name 
of. Rav land, to the noble pride with which the 
freeman is animated by" the ſenſe of his ID « 


dence. 


Thus, Ila will fig alles: thoſe fi nh 


cept to perpetuate their diſgrace. 


The uſe of the French 1 SSP the et 


protection, will not be granted to any Frenchman 


but thoſe, who, perfectly ſenſible of the dignity 
attached to the title of citizen, ſhall take à pride 


in wearing. conſtantly. the tri-coloured cockade. 
The executive directory of the French Republi 


have pronounced thus. Being the organ of their 


deeifions, I cogpmunicate them with pleaſure to 


my fellow-citizens. As for thoſe who, although 1 
Frenchmen born, have ceaſed to be Frenchmen, 
I do not ſpeak to them; the public voice N in- 


form them of their excluſion. Pons 


Done at Philadelphia, the 12th Brumaire, the fifth | year of the 
French Republic, one and ye: 


8 ee ur A. ADET. 5 


h more * 
graded beings, who 5 ſold. to the enemies of 
the Republic, drag Rom clime to clime, a life 
overwhelmed with miſery and contempt—wretches * 
whom hiſtory will not call to remembrance, EX- ; 
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31 chen P. A. DE . "i cone- 
toyens, que par ordre du direftoire executif il a 


ajourd hu hotifiè 4a M. Le SOX TAIAE D rr 


la ſuſpenſion des fonctions de miniſtre plenipo- 
tentiaire de la Republie Francoiſe, pres des Etats 
Unis d Amerique, et qu en conſẽqueuce de la dite 
ſuſpenſion, ils doivent, à partir de ce jour, ad- 
dreſſer leurs dẽmandes, ou reclamations, au 
conſul general, ou aux conſuls Fan de la 
Republique. 
. Philadelphie, le 25 Frame; Pan's eme de 
la Republique Francoiſe, une et cndivible - 
. 1 os Wente, V. S.) 
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| TRANSLATION. 


Citizen P. A. Abr informs his" fetlow-- th 
zens, that by order of the executive. directory, 
he has to-day YT otified the SECRETARYOF STATE, 
the en of the functions of the miniſter 
plenipotentiary of the French Repu 
United States of Amekica, and that in conſe- 
quence of the ſaid ſuſpenſion, they muſt from 
this day addreſs their demands or claims to the 
conful general of the Le ne or to. the conſuls 
of particular p laces. 1 
At Phitadet phia, the 25th Brumaire, the 5th 
Fear of 118 French Republic,” one and indi- 

YO: (the I 5th of ee 1 11998. £ S 0 


lic, near the 


— 9 SIE . 


( 20 * 


By the notification ſigned P. A: Apr ia 


this day's paper, it appears, that the miniſter of 


the French Republic has, by order of his go- 


vernment, ſuſpended his miniſterial functions here. 


Mr. ApzEr's note, communicating this determina- 
tion, has been handed 7o vs Backe] for publi- 
cation. Its length prevents its immediate publi- 


cation; but to ſatisfy the impatience of the pub- 


lic, we ſhall give in a day or two a ſketch of. its 


contents. The diſſatis faction of the French go- 
vernment at the conduct of our executive towards 


Wen is me e a: the THOU, 
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Tranſlation of à note from ihe miniſter of the 


French Republic, to the MIR ye * of 
* United ONES.” | 


13 of — 


I E underſig ny miniſter plenipotentiary 1 
the F cb Republic, now fulbls to 38 ſe- 
cretary of ſtate, of the United States, a painful 
| but facred 5 He N in the name 8 
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American honour, in the name of the faith of 
treaties, the execution of that contract which aſ- 
ſured to the United States their exiſtence, and 
which France regarded as the pledge of the moſt 
ſacred union between two people, the freeſt upon 
earth: In a word, he announces to the ſecretary 
of ſtate the reſolution of a government, terrible 
to its enemies, but generous to its allies. 

It would have been pleaſing to the underſigned 
miniſter plenipotentiary, to have only to expreſs, 
on the preſent occaſion, the attachment which 
his government bears to the American people, 
the vows which it forms for their proſperity, for 
their happineſs. His heart therefore is grieved at 


the circumſtances which impoſe upon him a dif- 


ferent taſk. With regret he finds himſelf com- 
pelled to ſubſtitute the tone of reproach for 425 g 
language of friendſhip. With regret alſo his g 

vernment has ordered him to take that tone; 4 
that very friendſhip has rendered it indiſpenſable. 


Its obligations ſacred to men, are as ſacred to. 


governments; and if a friend offended by a 
friend, can juſtly complain, the government of 
the United States, after the underſigned miniſter 
plenipotentiary ſhall have traced the catalogue of 
grievances of the French Republic, will not be 
ſurpriſed to ſee the executive directory manifeſt- 
ing their too juſt diſcontents. | 


When Europe roſe up againſt the Republic at 


its birth, menaced it with all the horrors of war 


and of famine; when on every fide the French 
could not calculate upon any but enemies, their 


thoughts turned towards America; a ſweet ſenti- 


ment then mingled itſelf with thoſe proud ſenti- 
ments, which the preſence of danger and the de- 
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fire of repelling it produced in their hearts. In 
America, they ſaw friends. Thoſe who went to 
brave tempeſts and death upon the ocean, forgot 
all dangers in order to indulge the hope of viſit- 
ing that American continent, where, for the firſt 
time, the French colours had been diſplayed in 


favour of liberty. Under the guarantee of the 


law of nations, under the protecting ſhade of a 
ſolemn treaty, they expected to find in the ports 
of the United States an aſylum as ſure as at 
home; they thought, if I may uſe the expreſſion, 
there to find a ſecond country. The French go- 
vernment thought as they did. Oh! hope, wor- 
thy of faithful people, 4 haſt thou been de- 
ceived! So far from offering to the French the 
ſuccours which friendſhip might have given with- 
out compromitting it, the American government, 


in this reſpect, violated the letter of treaties. 
The 17th article of the treaty of amity and. 


commerce of 1778, ſtates, that French veſlels of 


war, and thoſe of the United States, as well as 
thoſe which ſhall have been armed for war by in- 


dividuals of the two States, may freely conduct 
where they pleaſe the prizes they ſhall have made 
upon their enemies, without being ſubje& to any 
admiralty or other duty; without the ſaid veſſels, 


on entering 1nto the harbours or ports of France, 
or of the United States, being liable to be arreſted 
or ſeized, or the officers of thoſe places taking 
cogniſance of the validity of the ſaid prizes: 
which may depart and be conducted freely and 
in full liberty to the places expreſſed in fu 


commiſſions, which the captains of the ſaid veſ- 
ſeis ſhall be obliged to ſhow: and that on the con- 


trary, no ee or refuge ſhall be given to thoſe 
who ſhall have made prizes upon thc French or 
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Americans; and that if they ſhould be forced by 


ſtreſs of weather or the danger of the ſea to en- 
ter, they ſhall be made to depart as ſoon as pofſi- 


ble. 


In contempt of theſe Ripulations, the 8 0 
privateers have been arreſted in the United States 
as well as their prizes; the tribunals have taken 
cogniſance of the validity or invalidity of thoſe 
prizes. It were vain to ſeek to juſtify theſe pro- 


ceedings under the pretext of the right of vindi- 


cating the compromitted neutrality of the United 
States. The facts about to be ſtated will prove, 
that this pretext has been the ſource of ſhocking 
perſecutions againſt the French privateers, and 
that the conduct of the federal government has 


been but a ſeries of violations of the 17th article 
of the treaty of 1778. 


On the 4th of Auguſt, 1793, a circular letter 
of the ſecretary of the treaſury was ſent to all the 
collectors of the cuſtoms. It accompanied regu- 
lations adopted by the preſident, prohibiting: all 
armaments in favour. of the belligerent powers. 
Theſe regulations immediately acquired the force 
of law, and the agents of the government and 
the tribunals concurred in their execution. They 
gave them a retroſpective effect, and cauſed to be 
ſeized, in the ports of the United States, the arm- 


ed veſſels and prizes which had come in prior to 


that time. But even before theſe regulations, 
adopted by the preſident, had eſtabliſhed any rule 
whatever upon the prohibition of armaments, the 
tribunals” had already, by order of the govern- 
ment, aſſumed the cogniſance of prizes made 


by French veſſels. (No. 1.) One of the pre- 
deceffors of the underſigned FOES! againſt = 


1 


this, but in vain. The tribunals ſtill continued 
their proſecutions. 

On the 3d of December, 1793, the p 
aſked of Conprele a law confirming the meaſures 
contained in the letter from the fecretary of the 
treaſury, above mentioned. (No. 2.) This law 
was paſſed the 5th June, 1794. What was its 
reſult? In conſequence of this law, the great- 
er part of the French privateers have been arreſt- 


ed, as well as their prizes, not upon formal de- 


Poſitions, not upon eſtabliſhed teſtimony, not 
upon a neceflary body of proofs, but upon the 
imple information of the conſul of one of the 
powers at war with the French Republic, fre- 


quently upon that of ſailors of the enemy pow- 


ers, ſometimes according to the orders of the 
governors, but often upon the demand of the 
diſtrict attorneys, who aſſert, upon principles 
avowed by the government, (No. 3.) that their 

conviction was ſufficient to authorize them, with- 
out complaint or regular information, to cauſe the 
privateers to be proſecuted, in virtue of the law 
above mentioned. (No, 4. 


When the miniſters of the Republic have aſk» 


ed juſtice of the government for the vexations- 
experienced by the privateers, in contempt of 


the 17th article of the treaty, they have never 
been able to obtain ſatis faction, 

Thus, when on the gth Fructidor, 3d year, 
(26th Auguſt, 1794) the predeceſſor of the under- 
ſigned, addreſſed a complaint to the government 


on this ſubjeck, the ſecretary of ſtate anſwered, 


on the 3d September, 1794, by a phraſe indica- 
tive of delay. 


Thus, when the ſame müniſſer 1 on the 27th Ven- : 


demaire, 3d year (1 7th. OCT 1794.) re- 
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minded the ſecretary of ſtate of the means he 

had propoſed to him, for putting an end to the 
meaſures adopted againſt the French privateers; 
when he . him to ſee chat this means, which 


conſiſted in requiring ſecurity from thoſe who 


claimed the prizes as illegal, would prevent the 


enemies of the Republic from inſtituting ſo 


many ſuits, of which they themſelves perceived 
the injuſtice; he obtained no other anſwer than 
that his propoiiuon relative to ſecurities was in- 
admiſſible. 3 
When on the 1805 Floreal, 3d year, the ſame 

miniſter expreſſed himſelf in theſe terms, in a 
letter to the ſecretary of ſtate: © You have al- 

“ ledged;. Sir, that the executive of the United 


States. cannot interfere in the affairs of which 


* the tribunals have taken cogniſance. In ad- 
. 33 this objection for all the buſineſs now 


in ſuit, I do not the leſs think that your go-—- 


* 1 could by general meaſures, bring 
* back the 3 of the American tribu- 
« nals, concerning prizes made by our veſlels, 

« within the limits preſcribed by our 2 +4 10 pp 
6 make part of the ſupreme law of the land: 


* might make known that the facility with which 


your courts. of admiralty admit, without diſtinc- 
« tion, all the chicanery which our enemies cre- 
* ate againſt us, in the preſent war, is evidently 
<«* contrary to the ſpirit of the treaty.” The go- 


vernment paid no attention to theſe reflections, 
and the anſwer of the ſecretary of ſtate, merely 


notices the particular fact which had occaſioned 
the note of Citizen Fauchet. 


What was the underfigned miniſter ins 
tentiary able to obtain in the affair of the * : 


and of the Vengeance? Neching. 


— 


* Fa © 


The government of the United States muſt 
have ſeen however, by the claims which the mi- 
niſters of the Republic addreſſed to it, and by 
the great number of facts, of which it has had a 


knowledge, how much the execution of the mea - 


fures of "he prefident, and of the law of the 5th 
June, 1794, was contrary to the 17th article of 
the treaty; how much the agency of the tribunals, 
who'ought not to have any cognifance of the va- 
lidity or invalidity of prizes, tended. to annul 
that article, and to deprive the Republic of the 
advantage which it aſſures to her. In fact, was 
it not evident, that when the powers at war with 
the Republic had the privilege, in virtue of the 
law of the 5th of June, 1794. of cauſing to be 


arreſted the privateers and their prizes, of de- 


taining them in the ports of the United States, 0! 

ruining them by conſiderable coſts, by the exceſ- 

five expenſes which they oceaſioned them, they 
drew from that privilege an immenſe advantage 

to the detriment of France? Doubtleſs it was "of 
little import to them, that ſometimes the privateers 
obtained juſtice, inthe laſt reſort, if they detain- 
ed the privateer for a length of time, and if 
| they, by that means, ſheltered from their purſuit 


the commerce of the enemy of France. The ; 


neutrality of the United States, in this cafe, was 
altogether ' to their advantage; and the federal 
government, on ſeeing this ſtate of things, ſhould, 
out of reſpect to its neutrality and to treaties, 
folicit from the congreſs the means of conciliat- 
ing the duties of the former with the obligations 
of the later. - 


The government very- well knew bow to ſolicit 


the law of the 5th of June, 1794, when that law 
was to bear on France alone, when it gave to the 
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tribunals a right which has been abuſed, and which 
enables them to decide upon prizes: why, on 
ſeeing the inconveniences of this law, has it not. 
endeavoured to remedy them? Should it wait to 
be ſolicited on this Head ? Should itnot anticipate 
all claims, and when thoſe were preſented by the 
miniſters of the Republic, ſhould it notdo juſtice ? 

Belides, if the government had been en, 
as it has pretended to be, it would not have adopt- 
ed that ſlow and circuitous mode, ſo favourable 
to the enemies of France, for deciding the caſes 
relative to its neutrality; it would have preferred 


the meaſures propoſed by Mr. Jefferſon, on the 


25th of June, 1793, to the miniſter of the Re pub- 
lic : theſe meaſures were ſimple, they were in 
conformity with the duties of neutrality and the 
intereſts of the Republic. 

The federal government had decided queſtions 
which intereſted its neutrality, apon informations 
furniſhed by the ſtate governors and the agents of 
the Republic; the prizes remained in the hands of 
the French conſul, until this deciſion took place; 
the ſtipulations of the 17th article of the treaty of 
1778, were not violated; and the government at 
the ſame time ſatisfied the obligations of duty and 
juſtice. In vain would it ſay, that it had not this 
power. Notwithſtanding the law of 5th June, 
1794, giving to the tribunal the right of taking 
cogniſance of caſes in which neutrality had been 
violated, did not the preſident on the 21ſt of June, 


1794, decide that the ſhip William, taken out of 


the limits of the waters of the United States, 
ſhould be delivered to the captor ; and on the 3d 


July, 1794, did he not decide that the Pilgrim 


had been taken in the waters of the United States, 
and that of courſe ſhe ſhould be given up to the 


628) 


owners? In theſe caſes the preſident | not only 425 
cided on matters, the cogniſance of which bad 
been configned to the tribunals, but likewiſe gave 
a retroſpective effect to his own decifion upon the 
protecting line of the United States, which was 
not notified to the miniſter of the Republic, till the 
8th of November, 1793. | | 
Not ſatisfied with permitting the 1 7th article of 
the treaty to be violated by its agents and tribu- 
nals, the federal government alſo ſuffered the En- 
gliſh to avail themſelves of advantages interdicted 
to them by that article. They armed in the ports 
of the United States, brought in, and repaired 
their prizes, and in a word found in them a certain 
alylum. 
Thus the Engliſh privateet Truſty, Capt. Hall, 
was armed at Baltimore to cruize againſt the 
French, and ſailed notwithſtanding the complaints | 
of the conſul of the Republic. At Charleioa,Gnc s 
Bermudian veſſel, feveral Engliſh veſſels, and one 
Dutch veſſel, from the 24th May to the 6th' June 
1793, took in cannon for their defence, and failed 
without oppoſition. 
What anſwer did the government give to the 
repreſentations of the miniſter of the French Re- 
public in this reſpect? He ſaid that theſe veſſels 
ſailed fo ſuddenly, it was not able to have them 
arreſted. But the treaty was not the lefs violated. 
Some of the inhabitants of the United States had 
aided in theſe illegal armaments : What meaſures 
were taken againſt them? Was any ſearch made 
to diſcover them, to proſecute them ? Never, and 
yet the government of the United States no ſoon- 
er learned that, in conſequence of an implied 
ſtipulation which the treaty of Verſailles" ſeemed 
to contain, the French were arming in the ports 
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However, in contempt of theſe very ſtipula- 
tions, the Argonaut, an Engliſh ſhip of war, in 


verified, £ 


RE Sos E 
of the United States, than the moſt energetic or-. 


ders were ſent for ſtopping theſe armaments. 
Even citizens of the United States were imprifon- 


ed upon ſuſpicion that they had participated in - 


them. The miniſter cannot omit citing here the 


following paſſage of a letter from the ſecretary of 
"Eta ndolph, to Mr. Hammond, dated 


ſtate, - 
2d June 1794. © On a ſuggeſtion that citizens of 


the United States had taken part 1n the aQ, 


<« ſhe ſpeaks of the armaments in the United 
r States] one who was deſignated, was inſtantly 


ce committed to priſon for proſecution: one or 
ce two others have been fince named and com- 


ce mitted in like manner, and ſhould it appear, 


ce that there were {till others, no meaſures would 
== ſpared to bring them to juſtice.” What - 


more could the American government do in fa- 
vour of the Engliſh, if they had a fimilar treaty 
to that with France, and had been ſole poſſeſſors 


3 anuary 1 795» conducted into Lynnhaven bay, 
the French corvette L Eſperance, which ſhe had 


taken upon the coaſt; ſhe there had her repaired, 


in order to ſend her on a cruiſe. Letters were in 


conſequence written by the ſecretary of ſtate to 


the governor of Virginia and to Mr. Hammond. 


What was the reſult ? Nothing. On the 29th of 
May 1795, the federal government had not yet 


* 


done any thing poſitive as to the acts which pro- 


duced the complaint of the miniſter of the Repub- 


lic. The ſecretary of ſtate announced * that theſe 
facts ſhall be examined, and that if they are 
ie federal government will not be in 
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ages aſſured to her by poſitive ſtipu- | 
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tt ties rear of its "obligations To that has the 
7 eparation eee by the Republic been LITE 


ed. 


What are we to think of theſe delays, whe! we 


| ſee the officers of the government acting with fo 
much activity againſt the French, on the ſlighteſt 


ſuſpicion that they have violated the neutrality—' 
when in his letter of 2gth April 1794, the fſecre- 
tary of ſtate anſwers the complaints of the Engliſh 


miniſter—* We have received no intelligence of 


cc 


the particular facts to which you refer: But to 
prevent all unneceſſary circuity in firſt inquir- 
ing into them and next tranſmitting to this city 
the reſult, the proper inftructions will be given 
« to act, without further directions.“ How did 
the federal government conduct towards the au- 
1 of 1794? The Engliſh frigate Terpfichore 
took the privateer La Montagne in the port of 


ov - 


| « 
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1 Norfolk. The French vice conful claimed the 


execution of the treaty, of the governor of Vi 


nia: the governor anſwered him, that he wou d 


have the neceſſary inveſtigation made, and would 


afterwards take the proper meaſures. The pre- 


deceſſor of the underſigned then interpoſed with 


the federal government; and the ſecretary of 


ſtate aſſured him, that he wrote to the governor 
of Virginia to have juſtice rendered. But this 


Juſtice was limited to inveſtigations made with ſuch - 
ſlowneſs, that five months after, this affair was not 
| finiſhed ; and on the 24th, February 1795, the 


ſecretary of ſtate contented himſelf with ſending 


to the predeceſſor of the underſigned, the diſ- 
patches of the lieutenant governor, dated 1oth 


October 1794. by which he announces that he 
ordered the commandant of the militia of Norfolk 


to make the neceſſary inquiries for enabling the 
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Executive we” Virginia, to render to the Re publie 


the 


ut which the miniſter Fauchet complained to 


the ſecretary of ſtate was notorious, and painful 


reſearches were not neceſſary to convince himſelf 


of it. Do we not find in this proceeding a formal 


deſire to elude the treaties, and to favour the 


Engliſh? 4 


It the government 'of the United States had 


wiſhed to maintain itſelf in that impartiality which 
its duties preſcribed, if it had wiſhed freely to ex- 
ecute the treaties, it would not have waited every 
time that the Engliſh infringed them, for the mi- 


niſter to ſolicit its juſtice: ſhould it not have given 
inſtructions ſo preciſe, that the governors of the 
ſtates and ſubaltern officers of the federal govern- 


ment might know what duties they had to fulfil, 
in order to maintain the execution of treaties ?_ 


Why have the moſt energetic orders (ſuch as the 


ſecretary of ſtate, Randolph, mentions) been giv- 
port of the neutrality inviolate 
in favour of the Engliſh, came in 3 ? Why 
have the meaſures taken by the federal govern- 

ment operated with ſo much ſlowneſs when France 
was intereſted? Why in fine have the multiplied 
claims of ber miniſters never produced the — 5 


en, when the ſup 


of the grievances of which they complained ? 


When the predeceſſor of the underſigned miniſ- 
ter plenipotentiary claimed the execution of tbe 
17th article of the treaty, interdicting the entry 
into the American ports of Engliſh veſſels Chich | 
ſhould have made prizes upon the French, when 
he cited this imple and formal ſtipulation : * On 


* the contrary, neither aſylum nor refuge ſhall be 


R in the PO or aden of 1 rance kf of 5 


the juſtice it had a right to expect. 'The rofl of 
Ag inquiries is not known. However, the fact 
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5 the Vuited States to veſſels which ſhall havs 


* ſuch as ſhall have made prize of the French; 
c intim: 


„„ partially deſtined to the with-holding of pro» 
© teftion, or ſuccour, to the prizes themſelves} 


| treaty, the ſenſe given to them by the government 


treaty, © which ſhall have _ prizes,” 1s * 


632 


“ made prizes of the French or Americans; an 
1 ſhould they be obliged to enter by tempeſt, or 
te danger of the ſea, all proper means ſhall be 
be uſed to make them depart as ſoon as poſſible ;? 
the ſecretary of ftate in order to avoid ſhutting the 
American ports againſt the Engliſh, interpreted 
this article in their favour. © But it would be 
« uncandid to conceal from you the conſtruction 
* which we have hitherto deemed' the true one, 
The firſt part of the 1 th article relates to French 
e ſhips of war and privateers entering our ports 
ce with their prizes; the ſecond contracts the fitu> 
ation of the enemies of France, by forbidding 
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ig from this connexion of the two elauſ- 
*© es, that the veſſels forbidden are thoſe which 
e bring their prizes with them, It has been con- 
* fidered that this ſection of the treaty was im- 


— ö 


had it been otherwiſe, it would have been ſu- 
e perfluous, to have prohibited from failing what 

* they have taken in the ports of be ſited 
3 es =>: 

He ſaid, moreover, in Ms letter of the Sor of 
May, 1795 But on the 3d of Auguſt the pre- 
« fident declared his conſtruction of that treaty 
* to be, that no public armed veſſels were thereby 
forbidden from our waters, except thoſe which 
“ ſhould have made prize of the people or pro- 
äperty of France coming with their prizes.” But 
how is it poſſible to find, in the ſtipulations of the 


of the United States? This expreſſion.” of the 
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ral, and applies to all capturing veſſels, whether 
they enter the ports of the United States with 
prizes, or enter them alone, after having made 
prizes. It is evident, that the government adds 
to the letter of the treaty in this circumſtance 3 


tion of the treaty, when it expects to find a mean- 


ing diſadvantageous to France, and in other in- 


ſtances oppoſes all conſtruction, when this would 


be favourable to the Republic. But has it the 
right of eonſtruing the treaty, of changing, of its 
own aceord, the ſenſe of a clear and preciſe ſtipu- 


lation, without the confent and concurrence of 
the other contracting party? Doubtleſs not, eſpo- 
cially, when, by ſo doing, it wounds her intereſts. 

I be ſeeretary of ſtate, by the 22d article, pre- 
tends to fupport his conſtruction of the 19th ar- 


ticle. What does this 22d- article contain? A 


prohibition of the enemies of France and of the 
United States from arming in the reſpective ports 
of the two powers, of ſelling their prizes, or of 


diſcharging all or part of their cargo there. This | 


article, therefore, applies to the prizes; whilſt 
the 17th applies to the capturing veſlels. - Did 
it not exiſt, the enemies of France or of the 
United States, might ſend their | prizes into the 


reſpective ports of the two powers, without con- 
ducting them there themſelves: the 19th article, 
containing only a prohibitory arrangement for the 
captuting veſſels, could not prohibit them from 
doing this. It was neceffary then to have re- 
courſe to a formal prohibition : befides, as the 
veſſels which have made prizes on the French or 
Americans, are admitted into the ports of France 


or of the United States, in caſes' of tempeſt or 


dangers of the fea, they might, in this caſe, 


nd 


and is it not aſtoniſhing, that it admits a conſtruc- 
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have ane themſelves authoriſed to dif poſe 
of their prizes, to ſell them, or to diſcharge their 
cargoes; it was neceſſary therefore to take this 


right from them in a poſitive manner; it was 


neceſſary to prevent them from benefiting by. a 


__ ſtipulation made in favour of humanity: this is 


Fr end anſwered by the 22d article, which. is not 
ſuperfluous, as the ſecretary of ſtate maintains, 
but, on the contrary, contains a diſtinct ſtipula- 
tion from that of the 17th. It is then evident 
from this, that in the caſes above cited by the 
underſigned, the ſtipulations of the 17th article 
have been violated. . They have been equally fo, 
by the admiſſion, in ſundry ports, of the Thetis 
and Huffar frigates, which captured la Prevoyante 


and la Raiſon, French ſtore-ſhips, and by admit- 


ting, in the laſt inſtance, this ſame ſhip la Raiſon, 
prize to the Thetis, into dhe you of the en 
Sate 

But admitting, fora moment, the e 
gratuitouſly given by the fecretary of ſtate to the 
17th article of the treaty of 1778; this article 
has not the leſs been violated, when the Argo- 
naut, which had quitted Hampton roads in order 
to capture I'Eſperance, was permitted to enter 
with that prize; when the Terpſichore was ſuffer- 
ed to bring in the privateer la Montagne. In 


vain were ſought, in the reſources of a captions 


and falſe logic, the means of excuſing ſuch con- 
duct. The facts ſpeak, and every upright mind, 
not blinded by paſſion, will neceſſarily yield to 


their evidence. Yet the. -prohibitory ſtipulation 


of the admiſſion of prizes made by her enemies, 
is the only advantage which France expected to 
enjoy, after having wrought and guaranteed the 
independence of the United States, at a time 
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when ſhe nilykit,. as the price of that very inde: 
pendence, have granted them leſs mg ROT 


tions. 5 | s . 


Theſe wrongs of the Atria abyerumepnt to- 
wards the Republic, juſt ſtated by the underſigned 
miniſter plenipotentiary, will ſoon be aggravated: 
by new ones. It was a little matter only to al- 
low the Engliſh to avail themſelves of the ad- 
vantages of our treaty; it was neceſſary to aſ- 
ſure theſe to them by the aid of a contract, which 
might ſerve at once as a reply to the claims of 
France, and as peremptory motives for refuſals, 
the true cauſe of which it was requiſite inceſſant- 


ly to diſguiſe to her under ſpecious pretexts. 


Such was the object of Mr. Jay's miſſion to 
London; ſuch was the object of a negociation, 


enveloped from its origin in the ſhadow of myſ- 55 


tery, and covered with the vail of diſſimulation. 


Could the executive directory have any other idea 5 


of it, on examining its iſſue, on ſeeing all the ef- 
forts made by the American rammen 0 con- 
ceal the ſecret from every eye. | 
In his meffage to the ſenate of the 16th Aon.” 5 
1794, the prefident declared, that Mr. Jay was 
ſent to London only to obtain a redreſs of the 
wrongs done to the United States; at the ſame: 


time the ſecretary of ſtate communicated to the 


predeceſſor of the underſigned, a part of the in- 
firuQions to Mr. Jay, reminding. him of the in- 
tention o, the American government: not to deviate 
from its engagements with the Republic of France. 
The French miniſter, deceived by this communi- 
cation, contributed ingenuouſly to deceive his go- 
vernment. The American miniſter in France 
removed the fears of the French government, as 
to the miſfion of this envoy extraordinary, and 


(/36-) 


_ repreſented it as the on 
demnification for the loſſes which the American 
commerce had ſuſtained. What has this negoci- 
ation produced? A treaty of amity and com- 
merce, which deprives France of all the advan- 
tages ſtipulated in a previous treaty. -_ - 
In fact, all that could render the neutrality 
rofitable to England and injurious to France is 


erer in this treaty. Her commercial rela- 


tions with the United States are entirely broken, 
by the abandonment of the modern public law 
on contraband, a law which Lagiend — conſe- 
crated in eleven treaties, and which the Ameri- 
cans had alſo conſecrated in their treaties with 
France, Holland, Sweden and Pruſſia. From the 
new arrangements adopted by the United States 
with regard to England, the og carriage of the 
_ articles for the equipment and armament of veſ- 
3 ſele i is granted excluſively to that power. 
By the 23d article of the treaty of Verſailles, 
the United States have the liberty of freely car- 
rying on commerce with the enemies of France. 
The 24th article of the (treaty with Holland, the 
roth —.— of the treaty with Sweden, and the 
13th article of the treaty with Pruſſia, contain 
the ſame ſtipulation. This laſt article gives even 
more extenſive rights to the United States, by 
permitting them to carry to the enemies of this 
power, all the articles that are enumerated in the 
liſt of fuch as are contraband of war, without 


their being liable to confiſcation. But by the x8th 


article of the treaty of London, the articles for 
arming and equipping veſſels are declared con- 
traband of war. The government of the United 
States has therefore, by this ſtipulation, rs 
to the * a right which * had GY 
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nations with whom they have af treaties; that 
of ſeiaing on board their veſſels, articles proper 
for the conſtruction and equipment of veſſels. 
The Engliſh, then, according to that, enjoy the 
excluſive commerce of articles proper for the con- 
{tration - of veſſels; Ft prior to the treaty con- 
cluded between John Jay and Lord Grenville, 
the United States ha —— right of carrying on 
commerce: with every power: the partiality of 
the American government in favour of England. 
has therefore been ſuch, that not only the inter- 
eſts of France, but alſo theſe: of other Rates, 
have been ſaeriſiced to her... 
In yain will it be objected hat France, 3 | 
the right by her treaty of 1978, to enjoy all the 
advantages in commerce and navigation, which 


d by the 8 of the treaty of 
1794. relative to contraband of war, as they 
become common to her. But the right ſecured 
to her by the ſecond article of the treaty of 1778, 
does not at all extend to the allies whom the ſuc- 
ceſs of her arms, and the juſt reſentment, inſpir- 


ed by the ambition of Tagan have definitively 5 


given and ſhall give to her in Europe. Theſe 
diſpoſitions change, during the courſe of the War, 
the Tae of the United States, towards En- 
gland and the belligerent powers allied to France; 


the intereſt of theſe. powers is common to France; wh 


and from the moment os 18 injured, France ls | 
injured OR RP TP... 


3 


8 "Adin e ad to. the Evgliſh the canons . 
of- naval | KBr the federal. government wiſhed 

to aſſure io them that of meals; in a word, 8 
. ata: to have commerce only with — . 
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the United States have granted to England, is 


( 38 ) a 
Thus, it ſtipulates, by the 18 h article, that the 


American veſſels; luder with grain, may be ſeiz- 


ed under the frivolous pretext, that it is extremely 
difficult to define the eaſes wherein proviſions, 
and other articles which are generally excepted, 
could be claſſed in the liſt of contraband of war: 
thus it ſtipulates in article 17, that the Ameri- 
can veſſels may be arreſted upon the ſingle ſuſ- 
picion, either that they have merchandiſe belong 
ing to the enemy, or that they carry to him arti- 
eles contraband of war. The United States, in 
their treaty with France, have made ſtipulations 
entirely oppoſite to thoſe juſt cited; Whilſt her 
veſſels of war are bound to "reſpeRt the American 
flag going to Engliſh poſſeſſions, the Engliſh drag 
into their ports American veſſels going to the 
ports of France; ſubje& them to deciſions more 
or leſs arbitrary; and often eondemn them on ac- 
count of the name,” alone, of their owners. By 
which means all the — — 
the United States and France, are entirely ſuf- 
pended. What American will venture to end 
veſſels into French ports? What commerce will 


he venture to undertake with the French poſſeſhi- 


Otis, when it will be certain that his funds, either 
in going to, or returning from them, run the 
greateſt hazard? Would he not rather prefer traf- 
ficking with a country, to which his veſſels might 
go without being expoſed to other riſks than thoſe 
of the fea?” Would he he not prefer Great Britain to 
France, for his ſpeculations? In virtue of the 
treaty of London, and by the courſe of things, 


would not the commerce of the United States 
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After having 8 to ſuch conditions, the 
American government cannot pretend to impar-' 
tiality; it cannot ay that it has maintained an 
equal neutrality between France and England, 
fince it has granted to Great Britain advantages 
denied to France. But every one of theſe ad- 
vantages granted to England, was a real wrong 
to the Republic; and if it is not maintained, 


without ſpon with all principles, that'a 3 | 


ment may conhder kel as as neutral, in 


to a belligerent power, advantages which! it refuſes 4 


to another, it is clear that the government of the 
United States, 
Great Britain, ceaſed to be neutral, when i it op 

fed itſelf to the participation by] France, i in the 
ts granted” to the, Engliſh. - 


7% 4 


In conſequence, the Wengen miniſter ple- 


nipotentiary again declares, that the e 
directory has juſt ordered the veſſels of war and 
privateers of he Republic, to treat American 


veſſels in the ſame manner, as s they ſuffer the = 


Engliſh to treat them. 

Were the treaty. of London out of the be 
the meaſure the executive directory now takes, 
would not be leſs conformable to juſtice. The 


underſigned miniſter plenipotentiary has develop- 


ed to the ſecretary of ſtate, in his note of the 6th 


Brumaire laſt, principles which leave no doubt 
in this reſpect, and which the anſwer of the ſe- 
cretary of ſtate is far from deſtroying. (No. 5. . 


But the ſtipulations of treaties now come to the 
ſupport. of general principles. Tbe Republic 
calls for the execution of the ſecond article of 
the treaty of 1778, which ſays, that France and 
the United States, mutually engage not to grant 
any particular favour, as to N or com- 


15 


after having made its treaty with 


4 
x 40 * 
merce, which ſhall not TONE TD TOI come 
mon to the other party. The government of the 
United States having by the treaty of London, ſa- 
crificed to England the freedom of their flag, the 
property of the enemies of England, and naval 
ſtores ; France, by her treaty, is authoriſed to 
claim the ſame advantage, to make uſe of it, and 
the United States have no right to complain. 
Certainly it would have been more conforma- 
ble to the deſigns of France, to her principles, 
to ſee the American flag, floating without inter- 
ruption upon the ſeas, to ſee the commerce of 
United States enjoy that liberty, that freedom, 
which ſhould belong to neutral nations: but, in 
order to that, it was nece! that the American 
government ſhould know how to maintain that 
neutrality ; it Was neceſſary that it preſerved it 
free from violation by Great Britain ; : and if now 
the execution of the meaſures which the directory 
is obliged to adopt, give riſe to complaints in the 
United States, it is not againſt France they ſhould 


be directed, but againſt thoſe men who by nego- 


ciations contrary. to the intereſts of their country, 
haye brought the French government to ule the 
prerogatives granted to the Engliſh. 

| When, after having ſuffered to be violated the 
treaties which unite it to France, the government 
of the United States has affociated itſelf. with 
England, and has rendered its neutrality as uſeful 
to that power as it is now injurious to its ancient 
ally; could the Republic be Hlent? Her outraged 
generoſity, her wounded honour, prevented her; 
her filence were weaknels ; . and, ſtrong in ber 


principles as in her proceedin 18 ſhe ſhould de: 


mand her e or orgotten rights, * 
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Thus l as it reſults from the ſtatement. 
which the underſigned miniſter plenipotentiaty | 
has juſt given, 88 

Iſt That the 15th G 0b el 1778, 
has been violated; that in eontempt of this article 
the American tribunals have been permitted to 
take cogniſance of the validity of prizes made by 
French ſhips of war and privateers, under pretext | 
of original met or augmentation of arma- 
ment in the United States, or of capture within 
the juriſdictional line of the United States. 

2. That the ſaid article 1 has been equally vi- 


olated by the admiſſion of Engliſh veſſels intq the 


ports of the United States, which had made prizes 

on F e and by: the admiſſion of their 

prizes, 1 Ane * 911 3457 1 
The andrea Wir plenipotentiary; in 


the name, ** by the orders of the executive di- 


rectory, proteſts againſt the violation of the 19th 


article above cited, in eontempt of which the A- 
merican tribunals have taken iſance of the 

validity of prizes made by F W 

or N under pretext of original armament, 


ſhips of war, 


or augmentation of armament in the United States, 


or of capture within the juriſdictional line; claims 


the replevy of all ſeizures, and the repeal of all 
other judicial acts exerciſed on thoſe prizes; and 


proteſts, moreover, againſt all n to :. 
fale of the ſaid prises, OE, 

Further, the underfigned iter pleniporemti- | 4, 
ary proteſts againſt the violation of the 17th arti- 
cle of the treaty of 1778, in contempt of which 
Engliſh veſſels, which had made prize on French- 
men, have been admitted into he ports of the 
United States; and declares, that the executive 


* cannot regard as a jure” confirution. * 


(4+ 


the treaty, the, diſtinction which, Mr. Randolph, 
| ſecretary of ſtate, has eſtabliſhed in his letter of 
29th May, 1795, in which he admits only the 
excluſion. of the Engliſh, veſſels which bring in 
their prizes, and wilhes to except. from the prohir 
bitory ,meaſure, the veſſels. which, after baving 


made prizes, enter.the ports of the United States, 


The underſigned miniſter Ee 27 


the treaty. of commerce concluded with C rat 


Britain as à violation of the treaty made With 
France in 1778, and equivalent to a treaty of alli- 


> 
_ 


ance with Great Britain, and that juſily offended 


, — ren 8 F 


has held in this, caſe, they bave given hun orders 
vo ſuſpend from this moment his miniſterial Tune: 


Ide ſame cauſe which, for a long time prevent- 
ed the executive directory from allowing their juſt 
reſentment. to break forth, has alſo tempered: its 
effects. Neither hatred, nor the defire of yen- 
geance, rapidly ſucceed to friendſhip in the heart 
of a Frenchman; the name of America ſtill ex 
cites ſweet, emotions in it, | notwithſtanding the 
wrongs of its government; and the executive 
directory wiſh. not to break with a people whom 
they love to ſalute with the appellation of friend. 
Ide underſigned miniſter plenipotentiary there, 
fore announces that the government of the United 
States, and the American people, are not to regard 
the ſuſpenſion. of his functions as a rupture he- 
tween France and the United States, but as a mark 
of juſt diſcontent, which is to laſt until the go-. 
vernment of the United States returns to ſentiments 


and to meaſures more conformable to the intereſts 
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opened; let the minutes of that at 


0 43 
of the alliance and the ſworn friendſhip between | 


the two nations. i 7 | 
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they have done everything to tighten its bands; 


the government of the United States on the = 
trary, has ſought to break th ee 
the war broken out between Eriſnoe and England 


when America was alone invited to the commerce 8 


of the Antilles. All the colonial ports were o 
ed to her. Her veſſels entered the ports of Frande 


without being ſubjected to higher duties than 


French veſſels. When the Euglich violated the 
freedo 
obliged to uſe repriſals. 1'F They ordered, 
tral veſſels ſhould be ſeized by the ſhips of the 


Republic; the excepted-the Americino from ie 


meaſure: :* forced 11 her inclination to make 


for the moment when ſhe might, return to à con: 


Jof the neutral flag, the convention was 
nat neu- 


it bear on them alſo, ſhe waited with impatience 


duct more conformable to her ſentiments for the 


United States. Soon ſhe revoked her law relative 


the arreſt of their veſſels. Soon alſo the com- 
mittee of public ſafety gave orders to reſpect the 


American flag. In every eircumſtance Fran 


ſought the means of proving to the United States, : 


the ſincerity of her friendſhip... When the federal 


government complained of che conduct of one of 


the predeceſſors! of the underſigned, the French 


government ſaw only the complaints of the go- 


vernment of the United States, and immediately 4 


gar the moſt ſtriking repa ration: 
Let the annals of 


the French revolution be 
t fitting de 


ſeen, in which the national convention: received 


ter of the United: States in its boſom; the 


hearts full 6f aſlektion for an allied people; they 

breathed the ſentiments which dictated chem; 

os and the American miniſter found himſelf in the 

miqdſt of his friends. What joy did not the Ame. 

rican flag inſpire; when it waved unfurled in the 

1 rench ſenate ? Tender tears trickled from each 

4 eye; every one looked at it with amazement; 

15 1 here, ſaid they, is the ſymbol of the _— 

dence of our American brethren behold there 

the pledge of their liberty! May victory always 

attend it may it lead to glory none but a free and 

happy people! Theſe words which eſcaped from a 

thouſand mouths were the expreſſion of the ſenti- 

ments of the whole nation. Was not an American 

to each Frenchman, another Frenchman?—He 

Vas more—he was a friend; and that ſacred name, 

a_ civil diflentions,was equallyreſ pected by all. 

What then was done by the government? It 

* in queſtion, whether it ſhould execute the 

treaties, or receive the agents of the rebel ani 

proſcribed princes. (No. 6.) It made a procla- 

mation of infidious neutrality: by its chicaneries 

1 it abandoned French privateers to its eourts of 

1 juſtice; it eluded the amicable mediation of the 

Þ | Republic for breaking the chains of its = 

at ee. (No. 7.) Notwithſtanding treat 

pulations, it allowed to be arreſted ae ls 

ſtate; it ſuffered England, by inſulting its neu · 

trality, to interrupt its commerce with France; 

notwithſtanding the faith of treaties, it gave an 
aſylum to theſe ſame Engliſh, who, after havin 

inſulted her flag, pillaged her citizens, came alſo 

to brave the American people in its ports, and to 

take a ſtation hence to eruize on a favourable 

2 againſt the French: it might be faid, 

that it * * all ſubmi On to 
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in every J 
mountains.” The traveller need not fearc "= 6 
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can fay, here à fefocious Engliſhman ſlaughtered 
my father; there my wife tore her bleeding: daugh- 
ter from the hands of an unbridled Engliſhman. 
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the Britons are not yet redused to duſt; the la- 
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apprehend that an exten ve intercourſe with'theny þ Ne 
ipred;; : and our -difpolition” for 1 


peace drawn 4 into /qieſtion by/the ſuſpicions tos 
often erben er, „y belligerent nations. It 
ſeemed therefore to be my duty, :to:admoniſh.our | 


citizens of the conſeqd 
trade; and of hoſtile]. aGts' to 


and to obtain, 


Wences of a> contraband . 
any:of'the: e 
a declaration of the:exiſtir 


legal ſtate of chings, zan eafier.adinifion.of bur 
| en ſituation! 


K the immunities belong 
Under theſe impteſſions che 


wall be laid before 
e this 


cate; I reſolved toſadopt 
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procli | k/ which | 


you, was ed, {16 ego 
poſture: of affairs, both he. and 5950 * 
general rules," hien 


ſhould conform to thꝭ tteaties, and aſſert the pr. 
vileges of the. Unitetl States: Theſe were re. 
duced) into aſyſtetnziwhich will be communicated | 


to o. Although ILhabe not thoug ht myſelf” at 
kde tc forbid the ſale of the prizes 


PE ried 


by. 0 treaty of |boniricrce © -with-Franeo, to 5e 


brought into our 
cauſe them to be 
within the p 


orts,,/ I haue not refuſed 0 
e bored when they were taken 

vtection of our territory, or by veſ- 
ſels com wissens or equipped i 


in a warlike ferm 


within the limits of the United States. 
It reſts with the wiſdom of congreſs to . 
improve, or enforce this plan of protection; mg 


it Will p 


probably 
the 


be found expedient to yl 
e legal code; and the juriſdiftion of the courts 
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r ex- 
rr within the;guriſdidion of 
meu United States; or ufurp 


author thin the United States, or where the 
| . _ - Penalties on violations 'of thellaw-of nations. may 
r markedor arc inadequate; 
| -  Hhele; offences cannot receiveiteo carly-and-clofe 
an attention, and require: prompt and decifive. 
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Whatever thoſe remedies may:be; they will be 


+ *  _ long eſtabliſhedicourſe of invelligation, effetnat 
+ procels, and affect in the bab f executing it 
(No. 3.) The vuderſgned miniſter-plenipoten- 
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mwmhat the attomeyof che Une States had an 
, totbe arreſted, without 
u affdavit tor other authenticteſtimonyz:; on the 
+ - © - 1th Auguſt, x798;the-ſectetary-of Rate ſeatbim 
2a anſwer, which Mr. Troup had addreſſed #6 


5 5 | 3 bk * ; . . . 1 
bdbdorney of New Vork, in Which is this p 
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e diſtri} upon an official diſcloſure to him, by 


Aide Spaniſh-conful, off the evidence he led 
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3 ye IF L ory ilon, upon receiving this diſcloſure, felt | 
intel called upon by.conſiderations, which; 
r he could ng--nefilt, toipros 
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'and:exerciſe judicial 


tiary having-complained to:the;ſcoretary: of ſlate,” 


bim in the abſence of Mr. Harriſon, diſtrict at, 


as to the ſhit againſt the privateen, it was com 
„ Ai by Mr «Harriſon, as attorney for the 


bim to ſuppoſe the privater had been fitted - 


* dition to the act for the puniſhment of certain 


. % | . P 
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ee e e ee Et 
75 June, 1784. "This monks. mo RE 
of the priyatcer, one e the uſe of any 
„ perſon, who JJ iofthe:of- 
and ne eie hae ie the miſs of he 
4, Vaited States, No perſon having appeared — 
cc quality "OL informer 10 it ; itute the ſuit; Mr. N Do! 
** Harrugn, according zo the courſe of the .. 
* mon lay, filed an information in behalfroFthe - 
* 1 States folely against the privatect, as ®# 
Von will perceive. bythe capy-of the informa» | ; 
0 tion already tranſtitted! to you. No lam: 
the United States, and nd law or ulage of This 


. apo 0, pn the 1 
upon any 
„de chef 


en ie de eee 
vious» afftdavit, or evidence :of „ 
the: matters [ategedan t Idee 

8 0 655 ation is an act entire in the 
1. difcroziog: pf, the viheer-entruſted: by-law with. 
1 © Kerpen dojngiit}-and if he mould abuſee 
his power de fangs upon the footing af all!! 
1 blic officers who-are-guilty of :malverfation _ — 
in 8 In the preſent inftance, Mr. Harri. © 


24> ſon. has, acted from [the beſt of his judgment 


n the duty of his office, after offre 
. taining information from a public. e —_ 4 
* conceived: himſelf likewiſe bound by ee, . 
* of (duty to:communieate the informations? 4 © 
When the underſigned miniſter plenipotemiary Ne bs 9855 1 
renewed the charge on the zd Vendemaire, 4th, 1 1 
year (zath September, 1795) to the ſecretary __— 7. 1 
Nate, and ſtill complained that an affidavit was der 
required to eauſe a privateer to 'be- e 85 Bb -- 
ee himſelf in theſe words“: „ 
3 But I again renew the atentien chat : T4 „ 
4 4 Toa * . oy arreſt of V 


* * J 1 

< <3 - = U 3 & * ! 32 i 4 v * 

7 1 * . 5 * i % „ 
* b 8 5 4 ; 5  H 


$ 
7 
* 
: 
1 
A 
- 
» 
* 
N 
* 
— 
- 
— 
* 
— 
. 
7 
* p * * 2 a na 
2 


* 
= 
* 


4 wt 
© 
a 
* = 4 
2 — 


4 
* 
Ms 


* 
" 
i 
oy 
+» 
* 
4 ; Fr 8 v 
2 8 8 4 
. 2 7 N 
"Ls ; - et BR 
ES. l ; 
a 
> 
Es; 


A 
We 
ES 


* 
if 
— 
2s : 
8 8 
Woe = ag ones, 


- 
F a 
4 : n 
* 4 : - 
2 — . 7 * 
- 7 * hy 
1 EA 
— © 
ld ” 


fo 


. | 


The complaint of the/ Spaniſh agent, "ee thers 


| | Was nota fingle'alfidaviti 3110207 bo 9c 
me Kafpickons Whith the ehe- 


Now, Sir, u | 
my intereſt will Bot fail always to brig forward, 
the French privatéers are to be ſübjected to ſeiz- 


ure! Such a meaſure telids to nothing leſs chan to 
. the 15th article oF our treit ß; 0 


The ſecretary of! tate; im reply; kent to he un⸗ 


? derfigned: miniſter plenipotentiary the copy of 4 
letter from Mr. Harriſon; of the 34. OA? 175 60 in 


which is this remarkable paſſage In this hots 


e buli neſs, however; Ihave undoubtedly acted from 


my on opinion, founded upon ſuch evidence 


< as: came to iny knowledge wand as in ſimilar 
& caſes, I muſt neceffarily, in the firſt inſtance, 

en unacquainted with is opinions and convic. 
e tions of others, I Know of no other rule by 
„ which I-can be guided, unleſs ben I am'ho- 

b noured, with the diretions Loh the erin eu ve 
ate. ee t enen gt | 
Abe ſorrows bf Niro! thus: eſs lis letter of 
5 thg 16th of Odtober'eovering; that of Mr. Harri: | 
| ſon - Nenn e i ; 
„ Bat with eres that whatever may be the ä 
* event of the ſuits pending in court concerping 
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© her [the /privateer] and her prize; the public 
2 65g Mr. Harriſon, is ſupported 


* try, upon ſuch evidence and information as in 


| 3 * the' caſe 9 wer r n hh g 


1 135 . 
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„What is the liv Hole wren 
5 e the proſeention fof repatation of an 
offence, before it bg aſcertained" tat it has dee 
__ committed; and what certainty thei had the at- 
torney? Hislopihiont! Upon what ie it founded? 


in his pro- 
* ceedings by che laws and uſages of this coun- 
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2 oy me of oy lon * 1 mere e 
600 aut 0e 539 Geęie 2 8 mn Caſes in which; th the 5 
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om proinited: DSS t zeſe. tr 4bunals  Concely <1 3 1 
the had-a f 15 to ions upon prizes made . 
by 1 the Frencl Imoſt AP, indefinite manner. 
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In the affair of: 'Gla 8. And Gibbs againft the ſhip * 55 Ts, 
39 105 the decifion, of. which has deen print. 


E ſupreme, court, pronounced, that the tribunals | | 
could: decide. whether 4 prize be onged 10 80 dem 


or to Pei Ta LY affair of Joolt: nion 3 N 8 
the Dutch Vrouw Catharina . ce — ma 
Was decided Ti the naturalization.; granted inthe, . 
territories of France to: mericaß eitizens, Urin 
the War, 68 ud. not give thetn 5 right "ther 5 
ſerving , or o 0 commanding on b 0 of French 
privateers; that the prizes made by ſuch, althoug 5 
legally, compmilioned, were. not. Valid: 4 3 
tion 18 eftabli ſhed between, a Legal and an illegal 
privateer ; it Was Judged that they 92 a a right % 
pronounce on this, legalit 8 And conſequentl 9 
the | DENY of the Prizes: it was finally Re 
that Aa prize "made. at lea. With the Made. of. al Woe 
| jt privateer, was void and ſhould be reſtored, | 1 5 
Was according to theſe firſt deeifions of the e 
ſupreme court that the diſtrict attorney of Vin, if 
fl wrote officially, on the 28th March 1794, to r 
the vice conſul at Norfolk No veſſel can, be ä 
wy condemned. as prize,” but, in, diſtrict courts, 4. 5 . 3 
4 Which are the Proper admiralties of the 1 > 
States. The enemies of France underſtood, TTY. 
or did not unidetſtand, this mode; but they avail- 1 
ed themſelves of it ; and In order'to cauſe French 5 | 15 1 
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ö ed and confiſcated. Yet, whether they had en- 
tered the ports of the United States bee and 
alſo went out armed; or had ſince been a 
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& * ry = 
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; a berge the ti PN * ins 


| Sas the arihing "and equipping, 5 priva- 


ports of the” United States. * the 


flexter of the ſecretary. of. the: treaſury of the. 4th, | 
5 An guft 1793, the eQors of the cuſtoms wer 


1 and even. required, to Viſit, in the 
ſtricteſt manner, Hot only all privateers,. but all 
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veſſels « entering or going out of American. ports. 


The law of 5th Tune authoriſed, the prefiden 5 
; to fupport 6 exercile. 'of theſe functions with 
1 military force. Ot courſe, t they did not. n le& 
= viſt, with the greateſt rigor, all French ale 
Privateers and offers, during their continuance, | 


in che ports of the United States, and at their de- 


arture. They did not quit theſe ports, but un⸗ 
er the eye, and with the expreſs permiſfion, of | 


the officers. of the government; for i it had Bae. 


| den the 17 to clear them, if they commit ⸗ 
ted the leaſt violation on the neutrality of the 


United States: in which caſe they might be ſeiz- 


bor war in French ports, ſcarcely did one of their 
TiZes enter, but the 1 was avg ty: order of the 
federal court. =. 
The proceedings w were 3 ! 1 


without any of the forms for protecting citizens. 


As the underſigned miniſter. plenipotentiary has 


: ſaid, the aſſertion of an enemy of the Republic 


Was ſofficient for cauſing a prize tobe ſeized, oft- 
en the privateer which had brought her in; anc 


ſometimes, for the arreſt of her captain, no proof 
was required from the enemy conſul who inſtigat- 
ed the W be was not 1 to Fare ee a 
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but two affairs, that of La Noftra Senora del Cart 
men, at Rhode Tfland, and that of La Prince 
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for the damages which raight,refalt from the pro- 
cedure, if it were unfounded; the captain was not 
allowed to remain in poſſeſſion of his property, on 
giving ſecurity for its value; the prizes were not 
valued; they fimply placed them in the hands of 
the officers of juſtice; rarely were they permitted 
to be ſold; and then the ſale was made with flow- 
neſs, and not till the conſent of the two parties 
was obtained. In fine, when , with miich delay 
and expenſe, notwithſtanding the ſhifts of a crafty 
chicanery, the complainants proved nothing they © 


advanced, the prizes were adjudged to the cap- 


loſſes occaſioned by this ſeizure... 


* * 
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The underſigned miniſter plenipotentiary knows 
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re 


given to the party complaining, and whe 


» 2 


da- 


mages and intereſts were allowed to the captors— 
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yet the tribunals have always allowed damages to 


whe eker When e have fleclaged. te, PUet 
illegal. The leaſt pretext was ſufficient to obtain 


from a tribunal, the arreſt of a prize; it was ſuffi- 


cient to allege, that the privateer h 
or two cannon, one or two barre 


- 


United States. 


In the, affair of of the Fre 
privateer Les Citoyens de Marſeille, which enter- 
ed the port of Philadelphia, armed and commſ- 
fioned; repaired in the ſame port, and ſent out 
under the eyes of the government, the only thing 


in queſtion-was, that ſome port-holes were pre- 
_ tended to have been opened in the veſſel after her 
departure from Philadelphia; the court of Charlef- 
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des Aſturies, at New York, where ſecurity. was. 8 


of the two prizes of the French ä 


d taken. one 
o cannon, one or tuo barrels of powder, 
or opened ſome port-holes in the territory of the 
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ton: was of opinion, that the holes had been open- 


eck, and condemned the two prizes. The fo perior 


courts did not adopt this Aer and "he. fiſt 
| ſentence was rere, but A 


how much care, fatigue, } 12 and expenſe Io 
In the affair of the 


5 New York, as will be ſeen hereafter, PHE 


Prizes have been arreſted under mill f more fri- 

95 volgus pretexts. The 1 LS Parifienne 150 

| infringed a revenue 

 The' was ſeized and condemned by the diftri 

| »court., This tribunal, doubtleſs agreeably to rules 
MHA by the law, had 1 this veſſel tc 

ber owners, on making them pay her value. The 
rivateer, after having execute the” ſentence of 

the court, went out and made tus coulidetable 

| prizes : : one Was ſent me 88 and the 

Other into Savannah. e both arreſted 
at the inſtance of the Eng RES Bl Te Tg under the 


| pretext that the 6 ll ad acted Illegal Is oe : 


reſtoring the confiſcated privateer—that notwith- 


ſtanding this reſtitution and the payment of her 


. value to the treaſurer, ſhe had always remained 
the property of the United States, aud could not- 


make any lawful prize.” This ridiculous aſſertion 
was ſeriouſly oppoſed in the diſtrift and circuit 
courts, and in the ſupreme court of the United 
States; at the cloſe of the proceedings, which 
laſted nearly two years, the prizes were adjudged 5 
to the captors, bur without t allowing them 13 


| mages. e 
_ © In like manner have deen treated the rich. anc 


. numerous N of the Trench Privater La 7 
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ter how long a as 


of the United States; 


veaux. 
1nhabi 
ped hi 
partly 
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Mere Michelle, Le: Pon; Le Gebern Be! 


and Le Vengeur. The captors have gained their 
cauſes ini three courts, ant have not obtained __ 
mages OSA ST $239 DE} SEES 91 

Were it neceſſary to A alt: the” Wen 
proceedings commenced againſt French vellels, 
the underfighed miniſter plenipotentiary would 
be obliged to write a volume. He contents him- 
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ſelf with adding':to what he has juſt ſaid; the 703 : 


on 1 ide e and that ad the wor; 


1 


At >a been ab 1 705 the predeceſſor of of. 
the underſigned charged the captain of La Do- 
rade; a French! galliot, with a particular — 
for St. Domingo. He ordered him to go to New 
York wich his galliot, to take ſome powder which 


was at Sandy Hook on board the frigate La Se- 


millante, belonging to the Republic, and which 
made part of her equipment, and to 1 
to General: Laveaux. This: veſſel had formerly 
been armed for war; ſhe had been built with 


Mi . 


22 


2 


port-holes; /couſequently\ſhe attracted the j parti- N. 


cular attention of the government. any diffi - 
culties'were thrown in her way; but finally, after 
„ ſubmitted to all the requiſite ra eng 

e ſailed with a formal clearance from the col- 
1 of the cuſtoms of Philadelphia.” She went 
to New York, where the captain acquitted — 


ſelf of his miſſion, and thence to Port de Paix . 
where the powder was delivered to General La- 
veaux. At that place this galliot was ſold to an 


inhabitant of St. Domingo, who armed her, equip- 
ped her completely, partly at Port de Paix and 
n — ä She Was W La” 
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"Vongeance, and given to Gunddia Beisl as com- 
mänder, who ſailed from St. Domingo with a com- 
miſſion in good form, and a crew entirely French, 
to cruiſe againſt the enemies of the Republic. A 
few days after her departure, ſhie captured a 
Spaniſh. welle, called the Princeſſe des Afturies, q 
laden with a rich cargo; and carried her imo the 
Pom: of New Vork, in. the ſummer of 179. 
The Spaniſh! conſul availing himſelf of the fa. 
cility given him by the law of K öth June 1994, had 
the prize arreſted, under the pretext that the pri- 
vateer had been armed in the United States, and 
we ſaw officers of the government appear to de- 
fend his aſſertion Mr. Harriſon, attorney of the 
diſtrict. of New Tork, and Mr. Troup, clerk of 
the diſtrict and circuit eourts, to which enn ! 
ed the deciſion of the cauſ mme. 
It was under theſe a erg chat tha prize was?! 7 
arreſted; and that the captain of the privateer 
ſaw himſelf obliged to defend her againſt the al- 
legation of a pretended armament. But it was 
not ſufficient to have arreſted the prize, they muſt: | 
alſo attack the privateer this did not fail to hap- 
pen. Shortly after Mr. Harriſon, without laying 
aſide his 5 of attorney for the captured, but 
acting in this inſtance in the name of the United 0 
States, informed againſt La Vengeance, and re- 
quired her arreſt, under the ſame pretext which? 
had been uſed. for arreſting her prize, This in- 
formation was not founded upon any affidavit. or 
material proof: but Mr. Attorney, according to 
his letter to the ſecretary of ſtate, bad no need of 
any; be had ſeen in hg hands of the: Spaniſh  / 
conſul, documents ſufficient. to have the prize 
condemned. In fine, not content with eee 
fures, OY attorney, ſome time * * vie; 


0 


* * ) 


other dk being ſtill pe nding; exhibited a ſecond 
information againſt 2 5 private er and had her ar- 


d:anew, for having exported arms in viola- 
ten a a law of the Uaited s States, which was in?! 
forte when the Vengeance ſalled from New Vorl. 
This information was made upon the ſimple de- 
claration of Mr. Giles, marſhal of the court, who,” 
as dnformer, was to. have his partlof the confiſ- 


Xa 


cation : ſo that all the officers of theidiftri&. court 
(except the judge) were intereſted in the condem-7 


nation of the privateer or her prize. Its ow — 


to obſerve that, during 
the monies ariſing 
were depoſited in the hands of: the clerk . 
ney for the 


the courſe of the 


18 


from the ſale of the prize! 


Spaniards) thoſe ariſing from the ſaledsͤꝰ ͤ- "24g 
of the privateer in the hands of the marſhal, (ani 
former and intereſted: in the :confifcation)—ſ60 


that their intereſt was to ſpin out theſe cauſes byo 


means: of appeal; and ſo it has happened. 5 2917s 
As this laſt information is here principally i in 


queſtion, it is proper to enter into ſome details: 


on the ſubject. It appeared in the, allegation, 


that the privateer had exported from the United 
States two cannon, twenty muſkets, and my 5 
bartels of powder) onthe ogft | 


Two cannon and twenty muſkets could e 


be an object of porhinercial: ſpeculation. TIhbe 
exiſtence of the cannon has never been proved, 4 =” 


and certainly whatever muſkets were found on 
board, were only for the defence of the veſſel, 


without a wiſh to infringe the laws of the Ameri - 
The powder, in truth, was . 4 

of the greateſt conſequence, but the conſul of 
New Mork haſtened to give his declaration under 


can government. 


ath, and to prove by witneſſes, that this po... 


der hed: Warn takin (from: on e 8 ; 


1 
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TS 


finſtarreſiofihid priae, had returnei with papers? 


ob the Republic. Theſe documents: were cap 

tiſicates of the 1gemeral; the ordonnateur, Nc! 
ob the greater part of the principab offleers 
; 2 Domingo the accounts of armament 
att 


N _ the whole. executed. in che moſt auibentie 
8 1 orm: 1 


of. illegally armi 
tbe c 


. « 30 ». ” 
me and e f part obe equipmetn: 2 Mio! 
Harriſon dit — tonthis e vide. 0 


Howeven the three cauſes! went! on; pura t 
3 Which took place at New Vork, 


ſpun tham oute donfiderable length. The judge 


ment of theadiſtiQ; court was not given tit} No- 
vember; In the mean time; an expreſs; which» 
Capt-vBerardohadrſent to St. Domingo, on the 


proving, inſtheimoſt convinring manner; that the 


ö 5 Vengeur;bad arrived-at pon-de Prix x without any" 
A 
 hadibeewifold, armed and 


rmament-or equipment whatever; and that he 
equipped wholly; and 2, 


commiſſidned as privateer on the territory 


by all the providers; 3 
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The underſigned | baſtenes to Sience 


 theſe:documents to the ſecretary of ſtate of the 


United States; and to requeſt that he would order 


the attorney of New York diſtrict, to ſtay e 
Proceedings he had inſti 
government. There was nothing done with W 
0 and Mr. Harriſon continued his proſecutions- 


ated in the name of che 


In fine, the moment came for deeiding che 
three cauſes. T 


aptor- Mr. Harriſon did not appeal as to 
the, privateer; but the cauſe of the" prize was car - 


1 * 25 — n and 5 dhe „ £1 


: hey were pleaded” with” much 

Preparation Abefore the diſtrict court of New 
York: the privateer was acquitted of the c 5 

and the priae adjudged o 
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i e two wibunals denne | 
the ene b be de c 
3M . to the Fee judge was we =. V 
nion chat the veſſel ſhould be; cor emned rr 

it; and grounded his ſentence, only on he al-. | 
cle of #wenty . muſkets.. Some of the attorneys 
for the Privateer 44 J s f 4 925 
little conſequencę, that they had, not OPEN? 5 

ed it would be brought in queſtion; and bad 

omitted to ſpeak of it in their pleadings. It was 

natural to appeal from ſuch a ſentence; the con- 

ſul of New Yak was the appellant, and requin 

ed, agrecably.to a. law of congreſs, that the vel. 

{cl thould be given up to him, under/ſeourity. dur © © 
ing the appeal; 50 could not obtain it: He 
veſſel WAS ſold for le is than a tenth part of the . 7 
colt of her. dne and the money was 2 

poſited till the ooncluſion of the process. 

The circuit court, as was expected, ſet . 5 
the. . which, condemned ine privateers — © 
but Mr. Harriſon, not content with all he had 5 1 = 
hithertg done, immechately appealed. to the fs  _} 
preme court of the United States, which was nett 
more favourable to him, and confirmed the > „ ð 
tence of the circuit court. The government: . 
notwithſtanding the. repreſentations of the unde 
ligned, miniſter. plenapotentiary,; took. a decided © ©? 
art in the appeal, and gave it in charge to Mt: 
Lee, the ehe general, to arguemwhich be | 
did with muc i py Wh W % 
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Harriſon dil not Wld to this evidence. 


pypellowyfe ver; Which took place at New Vork: 
ſpun them oui to donſiderable length! The judg 
ments of thesdiſtrièt court was not 
vember In the mean time, an expreſs; which» | 
apt Berardohadqſent to St. Domingo, on the 
fiſſ arreſt if his priae, had rerutined with papers 


hadibeenfſold, armed ande 
commiſſidned as a 

9 obithe Republip.: These 5 — were cer 

ttiticates of the igeneral; the ordonnateur, & c 

ob the greater part of the! principab offices 
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1 preparation before the diſtrict court of N 
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given tiff No- 


inſtheimoſt convinring manner: that the 


Vengeur had arrived at Port-: des Paix without any 
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toon equipment whatever; and that ſhe? 


on the territory 


oßfc St. Domingo; the accounts of armament 


atteſted. by: all the providers; e 
5 e e whole: executed. in __ woſt: TN. 
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The underfigned 8 ys han mündete 


ileſe documents to the ſecretary of ſtate of the 
United States, aud to r 


equeſt that he would order 
attorney of New York diſtrict to ſtay the 
ings he had inſtituted in the name of the 


| government. There was nothing done with hem, 
and Mr. Harriſon continued his proſecutions.” 


In fine, the moment came for deriding Wels 
hey were 


York: the Privateer was acquitted of the charge 


of illegally ariing, and the priae adjudged to : 
Iarriſon did not appeal as to 


aptor- Mr. 4 
the privateer, but the cauſe of the prize was car- © 


nell 40. the. circuit W Wal us dhe n. 


equipped wholly; and : 


pleaded with” een 1. 
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it; and grounded his ſentence, only on he anti- 
cle of ienty . muſkets. Some of the attorneys - 
for. the. . had conſidered it as of - 4 
little conſe que, 12 that they had. not  cCOnceiy- 
ed it woul, broug ht in aielyon n and Harl! 
omitted'to ſpeak of it in their ple: adings: It was 
natural to appeal from ſuch a ſentence; the mm 
{ul of New York was the appellant, and requir 
ed, agrecably. to a law of congreſs, chat the ve 
ſe "thould be given up to him, under ſecurity: — 4 
mh the appeal; au he could 
Mel was fold. for leſs than a tenth: part of the + 
ber armament : and the money was oe 
poſe | till the concluſion of the procefs. 


The circuit court, as, was expetted,, ſet 2. 


the. ſentence which condemned he privateer; 
but Mr. Harriſon, not content with: all he had 
hitherto done, immediately appealed; to the far 
preme court of the Unit States, whieh was not 


not obtain it; the * 


more favourable: to him, and 3 the 4 


tence of the circuit court. I he governments 
notwuhſtanding the repreſentations of the under 
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dos of + the ig 9 
(Auguſt, 17950 the corvette Le Caſſius, belong- 
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4 ” 


= make 450 ſort by Dad IT METS to the un 
1 _ derfigned miniſter plenipotentiary, on A particu- 
Har miſſion, requiring her immediate return to St. 
Domingo, was ſeized in virtue of an order from 
Xx tte diſtri court of the United States, for 
the ſlate of Pennſylvania, and her captain was 
arreſted at the ſuit of a merchant of Philadelphia, 
to anſwer for a pretended 115 05 9 made in 


' 


V tion of the Uulecd toys: „ eee 
# Ihe underſigned miniſter ae pen com 
plaingd: of this violation of the treaties: os 
of the law of nations, and requeſted the govern? 
ment to caule; as ſoon as ble, the releaſe of | 
©, ___- * the corvette Le Caſſius: 5 6 her captain. He con- 
== _ Ceived himſelf fo much the more grounded in this 
- requeſt, as he knew that a like interpoſitipn was 
not new in the annals of the United States; as 
he knew that the executive power of the ſtate of 
Pennſylvania had interpoſed in a ſimilar caſe, and 
in the ſame manner, in favour of the ſtate of Vir- 
ginia, and as this meaſure, dictated by a profound 
knowledge of the law of nations, and of the fe- 
*  _  eiprocal duties of nations, had been approved 
+, and ratified by the tribunals; organs of the law. 
But Mr. Randolph, ſecretary of | ſtate bf” the 
VDuited States, replied to the underſigned on the 
5 Auguſt, 195 — As long as the queſti 
e * is in the hands of our courts, the EXEC 0 
cannot withdraw it from them.“ 
The underſigned infiſting, on the firſt Frucidor, 
in the third year (18th Auguſt, 1785) expreſſed 
- bimſelf in theſe terms: © do not know, nor 
cou ght I to know, other than the. eee 


* — 


* Simon Nathan verſus the commonvealth of Virginia. | Dallas 1 
Reports p. Th. | 2 e 1 85 e . | | . 12 


25 


aa eres 


3 


. 


— 


„ at 


* 


EF 


©. 


*. 


\ CS of 


NF > 


. A A. =. 


r 


{ 61 ) 
* „% 5 


* of dhe United States; I cannpt unden any hape 
| ibn nals, x | 1 


e admit the competency of your ir 


cc 


* 
— 
18 
2 
8 
©. 
A 
= 
. 
8 
Kot 
2 
* 
2 
. 
0 
4 
6 
D. 
= 


* execution or inexecution. of the treaties... If 


5 


can only addreſs myſelf zo the government 


. 
12 
7 
— 
D 
— 
2 
. 
[RX 
ON, 
= 
— 
Sn 
a: 
5 
9 
— 
_ 
© 
8 
. 
"I 
py 
— 
8 


60 


« would be, to render the agents of the French 


© goyerument—the French government itſelf, 


e amenable to, theſe: tribunals; Which e | 


« tq reverſe principles.” Informed that the Cal 


regnen proveghte- 1 Path, jets regnelſs ewe 


ceedings which had been commenced, and to li- 
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But at the very inflant in Which the marſhal 
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the judge could do nothing of himſelf; that the 
court when aſſembled could alone determine. 


1 in the month 


> 4 
— 


3 


the Per miniſter K made 
new repreſentations to the ſecretary of ate of 
the United States, upon the foregoing facts. Mr. 

ickering, then ſecretary of Tate; in bis anſwer 


of iſt Auguſt, 1793, repeats: this phraſe of Mr. 


Rando) ph: „ As' long as the queſtion is in the 
bands of dur coürts, the. Executive cannot 


4 withdraw it from them,” adding thereto this 
 Femarkable expreſſion ; „and therefore is not 
2 jargeable with. ſuffering. a 


violation of the 
\* treaties exiſting between He? two Republics.” 
The" underſigned complained, that the new ſuit 
commenced alt the Caffins had been'carried 


to 55 incompetent tribunal, and in the ſame let- 
ter, of iſt Auguſt, 199 


Ro. the ſecretary. of ſtate 
rep lied” on this head to the underſi ned, «the 


6. Fad | who have told you that ſuch is the law, 
= Ravel 
"the competency of the tribunal; | 
Ihe underfigned” miniſter, in theſe circum- 7 


ed, you into an error,” e. — maintaining 


"ſtances, ar Himfelf obliged ts difarm the veſſel, 


to diſcharge the. crew 5 during theſe tranſaQi- . 
3 ons he had ſupported | at great expenſe, and aban- 


"doned the Caſſius to the government of the 
"United States—proteſting againſt the legality of 


(her; arreſt. 


T he underſi 1904 winificy- is abt tegen 


4 with the details of what happened ſince that 


time relative to this affair; be Only knows, that 
& October. laſt, the circuit court 
"declared itſelf incompetent, notwithſtanding the 
aſſertion of the ſecretary of ſtate, and — 
all the proceedings. In conſequence, the ſecre- 
tary, offered him the Caſſius; as if, after 3 


retained, in contempt of treaties, a ſtate veſſel, 
after having left her to rot in port, the govern- 
q ment of the United Sate were not to anſwer, 


60 « 


both: for ks Violation Va ws rreaties, aud for the 
| damag es the Caſſius has ſuſtained. 

(No. 3 ) The ſecretary of ſtate, by his poblle 
letter of the 1ſt November laſt, in.anfwer to the 
note of the underſigned miniſter plenipotetitiary, 
of the 6th of Brumaire laft,. appears not to have 
underſtood. either that note or the.decree of * 
executive ;difeFory,. ol the 14th, Mefl idor of the 
4 year. 

This EE De 40375 not imply a che Vider 
tor ſeizing. Englim property on board of neutral 
veſſels, and of courſe on board of American 
veſſels; it orders that the veſſels of the Republic 
ſhall- act gane nevtrals in the ſame Pe 
neutrals mall fu er the Engliſh to treat 3 

This decree copſequently. implies, not nth 
the ſeizure of enemy's property. on board of 
American veſſels, againſt the principle Irte Ribs 
make free-googs,,a principle the American govern- 
ment abandoned after having recogniſe it by ac- 
ceding to the declaration of Ruſha in 1 90, not 
only the ſeizure of articles. claſſed as contraband 
in the treaty concluded between Lord Grenville 
and Mr. Jay, and declared innocent merchan- 
diſes by the treaty of 17/78, but alſo repriſals for 
all vexations, contrary to the law-of: nations and 
to the treaties, Which the Americans ſhall endure 
on the part of the Engliſh, ee an efficacious 
_ oppolition. 1 
I be ſecretary of ſtate bas b en "ated to ob- | 
ferve, that France and the United States, by a 
reciprocal treaty, had conſecrated the principle, 
Free ſhips make free goods, and diminiſhed the lift 
of articles ſeizable as contraband. Upon this 
baſis he built reaſoning which he might have 
ſpared, if he had been pleaſed to remember the 

d article of the treaty of . e 
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5 be ab 8 
art to the note 'of 


ipotentiary, 


Wee Suck 0 Aeplß in 
e Highs ned-miniſter Fra 
dated Sh Brew e relative to the 


required a reply, che underfig 


erminal "Taft; which are 


N for the Protestion öf its citizens; but 


"meaſures purfüed byfir for Preventingb its eiti- | 
Zens from increafing: 2 maritime forces of the 


enemies of che French Republic, its ally. It is 


eyident, that in this caſe the federal government 
mould expect, an” the French Republic Would | 
have a. right, to regard, is filehct as a 519: wo 3 


{ent to that Nan e real hoſtility.” 
©" The underſigned minifter plei 


i E be ſuſpected pf pai Ama 10 of - 5 


overnment of the Unitec States, explana- 


Bs foreign to the relations which exiſt 'herween 
that government, and the French Repablic, 'of 
"having had the intention to word the federal g- 


Vern in his letter of 7th Vendeinaire in the 
fourth year, fince after the paffage 'eited by the 


ſecketary of Mate, is the following paragraph: 
„ Bat F an cohvidcell it will not be fo. Tae . 
12 ö governmentgis too much attached to 


the laws of an exat neutrality, it knows / too 


= that the cauſe of free 070 ple is Unked > = 


« that of France, to allow to b 
Ka bg 4 right” 955 to. the” " wurereft of th 
* R 


- 


SER on the American ſaflors, that 
the federal government Was not to give an ac- 
count to any nation of the Tmeafutes it takes for ; 
the proteckion of its Citizens; if tuch an arifiver 
met miniſtet pleni- 
potentiary would Tequeſt the fe cretary of Nate to 
obſerve, that the Ohfect of his note of öth Bru- 
_ mare, and of his letters of the *gth, and rg 1 
6 © thete referred to, 52% TEE 
Hot at All to Ride, the ſteps taken if by the federal 


. a (Lg * 7 


en It.i 18 in this 8 that. 8 have ritten 


+, you this letter, perſuaded that it is perhaps ſu- 
2 perfluous to addreſs to you theſe reclamations. 


* J do not doubt but the American government 


— will prove, tO, all Europe the intention it has 


* maintaining the moſt; exact ” trality fer f re- 
at it will ige 


* gard to the belligerent PIES 
_ England to violate no longer the rights of na- 
tions, and that, it will not e reduce 
* France to the pain of e new claims 
6 upon this ſubject.” ny 


(No. 6.) In the. HY e e 9 & 
at Philadelphia on.the gth of June, 1796, may 95 


ſeen the 1 88 Aue by the Prefid 
| the 18th, of, f the 


793: to Ez heads of the dt 
exligned miniſter 1 13 99 
2 contents ke With; giving Here an an ex- 
* 
| - Queſtion 2 2. Shall am miller 
of, France. be received ; COTE 80 
Geſtion 3. If received, hall it it * abſolutely, 
or with e e and 1 if with 
of WS 3 7 : 
Queſtion. 4 1 the 8 States ob Seed b E 
good faith, to conſider the treaties heretofore mad, 


{f 3:5 phat oh 


with France as applying. to the preſent ſituation 


of the parties may her. either renounce the 
or hold. them ſuſpende till the . 0 ent or 


France ſhall be eſtabliſhed 6: TY * 
future regent of Fr: rance 


Queſtion 12, Should th 
ſend a miniſter to the L nited States, ought. he to 
be received? 1 

(No. 7.) T he French 


ment, had commenced negociations with the re- 
gency of Algiers, in order to put an end to the 


war r which that Power was making on the, . 


\ 


„ 
— 6 | _ 
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ee | 


govern ment, "zealous of 
giving to.the United States Proofs of. its attach- 


4: 67 


merce of ih: United States. The Water for - 
foreign, affairs, by a letter of the 5th January, 
1794 inſtructed the predeceſſor of the underſign- 
ed to communicate to the federal goverument the 
ſteps which the French government had taken in 
this' reſpect. The predeceſſor of the underſigned 
in conſequence wrote to the ſecretary of ſtate,” on 
the 16th Priareal in the ad year, the following let- 
ter—T have already had thi pleaſure, Sir, to in- 
form you, verbally, of the ae e which the com- 
mittee of public ſafety of the national eonvention 
had early taken in the truly unhappy ſituation of 
Your commerce in the Mediterranean. 
Ino fulfil the duty impoſed on me by the go- 
vernment, by calling to your recollection in writ- 
ing, the ſteps which. are to be taken by our agent 


with the dey of Algiers, for repreſſing this new c 


mancœuvre of the Britiſh adminiſtration, which has 
put the finiſhing ſtroke to its proofs of malevo- 
lence towards free people. The diſpatch of the 
miniſter communicating this meaſure to me, is 
dated the 5th January, and did not come to my 
hands till fifteen days ago; I do not yet know by 
what route; I could have wiſhed it had been leſs 
tardy in coming to me, that I might ſooner have 
fulfilled the agreeable taſk of proving to you by 
facts, the proteſtations of friendſhip of which I 
have ſo often ſpoken in the name of the \Repub- 
lie of France. ' » | 
_ © The information 1 I mall bete from Fu- ö 
W in a little time, will doubtleſs poſſeſs me of 
the ſucceſs of thoſe negociations which were to 
have been opened in January laſt. If the ſitua- 


tion of your affairs is yet: ſuch with reſpect to that 


barbarous regeney as that our intervention may 
be of ſome utility, I pray you to invite the preſi- 
ſident to > cauſe to be communicated to me te 


means that he will join to 1 of the committee 
of public ſafety, for the greateſt ſucceſs of the 
meaſures already taken. It is in virtue of the ex- 
preſs requeſt of the miniſter; that I ſolicit of th 
preſident ſome communication on this ſubject; 
ſhall be ſatisfied to be able to tranſmit it by a very 


early CORYEFANES: which Jam now. Prepafing for 


France. 2 L232 i 
The ſecretary. of fate replied.s to > him on the 6th 
June, 1794» by: a letter of which: the followings 


an extract. 11 
our othes es of the Ath af june, is A 


powerful demonſtration of the intereſt which. the 


Republic of France takes in our welfare. I will 


frankly communicate to you our meaſyres and ex- 
pectations with regard to Algiers; but as you will 
ſo ſoon receive the detail of thoſe meaſures, which 
your government has purſued 1 in our behalf, a 
after the riſing of congreſs ſome new arrange” 


ments will probably be adopted by.the executive, 


it will be better perhaps to poſtpone our interview 


on this matter, until the intelligence, e n 
further expect, ſhall arrive“. 


= OS: 


Then Mr. Jay was chawed, to negociate wh 
hk Britiſh government—and that citizen. Fauchet 
did not afterwards receive auy communication on 


the ſubject. 


(No. 8.) On the: I 2th F PR; in "the 2d. Year 


of the Republic (2d May, 1794) the predeceſſor 


.of the underſigned miniſter plenipotentiary ex- 
preſſed himſelf in theſe terms to the ſecretary. of 
ſtate upon the blockade of the French colehies. 


After ſo many uſeleſs attempts, Sir, you muſt 
e be ſenſible of the pain 1 experience in tracing 


* this picture ſo different from that which the 


e French Republic gives whenever juſtice towards 


vou is in queſtion, even though herintereſts ae 
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« cauſe they are directed againſt her; and that to 
<* ſubſcribe by an exceſs of courteſy to ſuch or- 
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cc 


c. 
"nn 
cc 


cc 


ct 


cc 


cc 
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cc 
cc 


cc 
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„ 


* compromitted. . It was when a terrible, war was 


inceſſantly devouring her, that ſhe Tigorouſly 
fulfilled her treaties with you ; in this inſtance, 
ſhe demands but juſtice, and cannot obtain it. 
On the conttary, ſhe ſees her enemies admitted 
to an intimacy with you, at the moment in 


which your commerce and your ſovereignty 


are alike inſulted by them; at the moment when 


adding deriſion to injuſtice they deſpoil you 
« anew upon the ſeas, when they promiſe to in- 


demnify you for former acts. This reflection, 
Sir, becomes more grievous when we ſee poſted 


up under your eyes the official legalization of a 


cc 


proclamation, which prohibits your commerce 
with our colonies, and ſuſpends to you alone 
the law of nations. I know, Sir, what reſpe& 
impoſes on me as to what immediately 1 9 4 
your affairs and your relations as a people. 
But I cannot entirely paſs in ſilence tranfſac- 
tions to which the Republic is no ſtranger, be- 


ders, were to quit the neutral poſition which 
the Americans profeſs. Examine I pray you, 
Sir, whether this neutrality can be ſaid to ex- 
iſt, when on the one hand you can no longer 
maintain your treaties, and on the other, you 


are obliged to abandon your relations exclu- 


fively to the diſcretion of England, who doubt- 

leſs will ſoon declare all the univerſe blockad- 
ed, except her poſſeſſions. What account do 
you conceive I can render to the French go- 
vernment, of the means you take for rendering 
your neutrality reſpectable? Yet on that my in- 


ſtructions infiſt, and it is on that more eſpeci- 
| ny oat France 18 uneaſy.” 


K 


1 
The ſecretary of ſtate replied on the 29th May, 


1795, to this paſſage of citizen Fauchet's letter 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
* 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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cc. 


cc 


cc 


in the following manner 


The predicament of a neutral nation is al- 
ways peculiar and delicate, and eminently ſo, 
while it defends itſelf againſt charges of partial- 


ity from one of the warring powers, leſt it 
ſhould ſeem to palliate the miſdoings of ano- 


ther. But you are not to infer, from any juſ- 
tification of the executive, that the validity of 
the proclamation of blockade is aſſented to. 
We did read on the 1oth of April, 1795, a pub- 
lication from his Britannic majeſty's conſul 
general for the middle and ſouthern ſtates of 
America, giving public notice that he had re- 
ceived official communications, that the iſlands 


of Guadaloupe, Marigalante and Defirade were 


by proclamation iſſued by his Britannic majeſ- 


ty's general and vice-admiral, commanding 1n 
the Weſt-Indies, declared to be in an actual 


ſtate of blockade; and that neutral veſſels were 
by that proclamation prohibited from attempt- 
ing to enter any of the ports or places of the 
ſaid iſlands, with proviſions or ſupplies of any 
nature or kind whatſoever, under the penalty of 
being © dealt with conformably to exiſting 
treaties, and as warranted by the eſtabliſhed 
laws of nations.” So highly valued has the 
Weſt-Indian commerce always been, that this 


_ excluſion was often revolved in the mind of the 
executive. It was acknowledged, that neutrals 


are interdicted by the law of nations from a 
blockaded port. From ſome quarter or other 
blockade muſtbe notified; or elſe neutrals would 
be a conſtant, unſuſpecting prey; not being in 
a condition to collect this information for them» 
ſelves. Who then are to notify the military 


trals 
2M a 
other 
ould 
ig in 
hem- 
tary 


„ 


« inveſtment of a place? Surely not the be- 


« fieged, but the beſiegers, whether we conſult 


« principle or practice. The check which neu- 


«© trals have upon a wanton and falſe parade of a 
cc fiege, is the ſame with the check upon any other 
ce groundleſs pretence. We might indeed have 


* remonſtrated ; but with what colour may well 


*© be imagined, when this department was unpro- 


4 vided with any document upon which the re- ; 
© ſcinding of that edict could have been urged. 


* If rumour were a fit guide, who can pronounce, 
* on which fide rumour preponderated, when 


« ſtripped of the exaggerations, which a hoſt of 


* paſons had gathered together? We had, it 
* may be faid, one effort remaining; which was 


© to promulge to the citizens of the United States, 


* that the proclamation was null and void as 10 
* them. If after this defiance of that act, any 


* American veſſel had riſked, and incurred 
* confiſcation, the government would have been 


* ñimportuned for ſomething more than the general 


<« protedion, which is the birth-right of all our 
* citizens. The clamour would have been for a 
cc Lee indemnity ; and under ſuch a cloak, 
e frauds innumerable might have been covered.” 


(No. g.) The Citizen Genet, one of the pre- 
deceſſors of the underſigned, notified the ſecre- 


tary of ſtate on the 23d May, 1793, that he was 


empowered to renew the exiſting treaties between 


the French Republic and the United States. The 


ſecretary of ſtate replied to him, that the ſenate 


not being aſſembled, it was impoſſible to meet his 
overtures, becauſe that body were, according to 


the conſtitution, to participate in the conſumma- 


tion of treaties.* _ 


* Letter from Mr. Jeflerſon to Mr. Morris, dated Auguſt 23d, 1793. 
man of the preſident 3d December, 1793, p. 68 of the original 
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On che 30th of September, 1793, G Ge- 
net renewed. the ſubject; the ſecretary of ſtate, 
in acknowledging the receipt of that letter, in- 

formed him that he had laid it before the preſi- 
dient, and that it will be taken into conſideration | 
with all the reſpect and intereſt that ſuch an ob- 
Jet requires. _ | 

The ſenate Wb and the treaty was ne- 4 
ver again brought in queſtion. _ A 
Ihe predeceſſor of the n in "a f 
verbal communications with the ſecretary of 
Nate, expreſſed the deſire which the Republic / 
had of renewing her treaties. He received only | 
evaſive anſwers- | 

The underſigned miniſter Nen potentiary charg- j 
ed to prepare, with the federal government, the 
plan of a new treaty of commerce, communicat- 
ed to the ſecretary of ſtate, on the zoth june, 
1795, (old ſtyle) that part of his inſtructions 
which authorized him to open the negociation. 

On this ſubject the preſident authoriſed the ſe- 
cretary of ſtate, who e to the underſign- | 
ed the manner in which they could proceed in 
it. But at what time? When the ratification of 
the treaty concluded between Lord Grenville and 


MI. Jay no longer permitted the W to 


* rſue that negociation. f 
At Philadelphia, the 2 sth of N in R's 
5th year of the French Republic, one and 1 
dadran (15th Nov. 1 old n 
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